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To the (briftian Reader. 


Aving been informed upon ye- 

ry good grounds, that the for- 
mer Sermons of Mr William Fenner, 
hayc found good acceprance, both 
in regard of the worthineſleof the 
Author, and alſo in regard of the 
uſefulneſſe of the Sermons ; Icould 
not but give my approbarion to 
theſe enſuing Sermons of the ſame 
Authour, and deſire that they may 
find the like acceptance with all 
Godly wiſe Chriſttanvs, and that 
they may become profitable to the 
Church of God, 


[mprimatur, 
EDwm, CaLanys 
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ZOIDIRDE Tun of 
SACRIFICES 
OF THE 


FAITHFULL. 


OR, | 
A TxEATILSE {hewing the nature, >; 


property, and efficacy of Zealow Prayer 
= 2a th with ſome Motives to Pray- 
er, and Helps againit diſcourage- 
ments in Prayer, 


To which is added ſeven profitable Sermons, 


The miſery of the Creature by the finne of 
man, on Row, $, 232. 

The Chriſtians imitation of Chriſt,on r7oh. 2.6, 
The.cnmity of the wicked co the light of the 
Goſpel, on John 3.20 

Gods impartiality, on Eſey 42. 24 

The great Dignity of the Saints,on Heb. 1.29; 
The time of Gods grace is limiced, on Ger. 643. | 
A Sermon for ſpiucuall Mortification, on Col, 
3+ 5+ 
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By williem Fenxer, Miniſter of the Goſpel. Fellow of 
Pembrok Hall in Cambridge, and LeQturer 
of Rochford in E (ſex. 
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The' CONTENT $f the firſt 
Treatiſe on Lament. 3+ $o'T7) 


HE opening of ch words ta which are 
Tz properties: of effetiullt mw. 


I The nnſatiableneſe of it rillis F3Y "> oy "48 
2. The (gafbleneſſe: of it whether it be heard 


3, "The fo ly it hath againſt ck! _ 


af 
I, x An effefluall prayer- is an eſs 
able prayer. P. 33 


Queſt. + Wh RIDE may? > 
ok, A man muſt eive eve thei of prog 
other duties, = he muſt never give o- 
.  wenthe ſuit of Prayer. | P. 5: 
Rules 10 know whether our Þr ayers be. aofec 
"1, #ble or nd. 
1, 14 is an earneſt begging Prayer.” Þ. 6. 
2. 1t w.cenflant P p.8 
A godly mans Prayer is not out of bis heart, 
til zbe grac fer be in. pp. 9: 
2+ 1t is a Prayer that is ever «beginning. ib. 
"IS A 4. 1s 


The Contents: 
40 It is r 4 proceeding Prayer: it windes up the 


 beart hugher - fel bi her, .- - thid, 
5. It ts a dock hs al the heart. 


| x M4 #2 Pol BY 
It F orb au! more e Forobnk, 2 26 
And more-apd pore freqaent. © | P- 12. 


It will take time from lawfull recreations, and 
 * fromthelawfull duties of onr ealling.y.13. 
Ana it will zdde hamiliation - and faſting to 
Prayer. - _ÞP-I4 
Uſe. 7d copdemne thoſe who pray for ' grace, 
4nd. ” fit "dawne before grace brained. 


15. 
Such Prayers SEan x ok 1 R. 
1. Endleſſe. " s w 
2. Froitdefſeo nt 
2. Dot: A godly ſeule 6 & ſeuſible of Got) 
hearing or-not hearing bis Prayer. p. 9, 
Queſt: How can the ſoule know whether it 
ed ame” ws no? 
Anlw. 1. When God gives aſoule farther 
and Grihen ability K. pray ,"it s 4 ſigne 
. that God heares it, P:'20, 
But if the  ſoule have ne-heart to continue its 
. ſoit, it 5 aſrene that God never meants to 
bearetha t mans Prayer.  P-27. 
2. Theprep coins bew fo Hide, & 
[Pa $40" heare, © p. 21» 
3 3s Gods 


The Contents; 

Gods. er acions looke is 4 ſign that he will 
oj for (ometimes. God anſwers his pes- 
pleby a by a caſt of his countenance. __. p. 22. 

&. To conſcience. of 4 man will anſwer him, 
whether Ged heares hs Prayer 0r-n0, P. 26. 
Jut 4 Mans con[cignce, may. be efeſrrmed, 


P- 2 
4 wicked man 149, have. 4 truce, thingh n "0 
e peace in his ropſcrence. \ a Þ-30- 
Fi getting of the grace that 4 man prayes 
or, is 4 fig. that God heares his. Prayer: | 
P.. 39+ « 
Bur Cod may give many temporal Ietboes, ' 
ang common aces, fe, ner inlove., but 
in_wrath, .. ibid. 
6, UT 4 14an have Faith IHE him to beleive, | 
i « fine rhat God eares him. _ 
q 45h are good (a of Faith , but 6d 
areÞut rotten grounds of Faith,  Þ.2 
Wjeg: : "Every Prowi ernnswith 4 60 bt x | 
\tÞbi 


AoC. 7. The Promiſe is the ground of Faith, 
and pl to get the Condition, + 32s 

24 Pk is the "a Cauſe to key, th e Con-* 

| 33 

Re. r but in FO Ok 

x. oo Ts echt. 

Pp Needle dilconr ements. Cane ). 36, 
OO ſe 2 mM Doe 


The Contents: \ 


3- Do&. Cidwould mnt have any Chriſtian 
ſoule'to by diſcorrazedvn"Priyer.” '' p. 30. 
A definition of Le ement. ibid, 
4+ Reaſons. . Becau wa ” 
ders the ſon F5 pr Na 
2, peta herdnds 15 + the ſrt / 


Nr" "ry' in Fart Soy , 
aVe 0 
E— 3 ſo & to thinke oficory for S 


"we cam nevtr priy avight. v.45. 


4: ck ma ſecret alſpdire,we can nevir 
pray 're 46. 
rfl DES rr fe C Y, 
t.0 -mity whic ee ſoul from Co 
2. Of extremity, y which por li ife i 4 mans 
Pray ers 4nd ended e Tr 
a8 (+ Jraxes ;wil 8 he feeles vaſe 


We ſhuold take heed of diſcourggements > b 
Rad rg fr 


I., Difc — 5 breed hotineſſe in 
hel P- 53+ 
2 breed hard 7 ' Gd. 'p. 54. 
3. T6 pewil caſe inke that = 
(P-.5 
&+ wo will bring 4 57. 
Miniſters ſbonld not yr he pare INE 
. #8 the Goſpel. "1 P.58 


Secre ſrerageniis ihe heart 
2 Take 


| The Conterits! © 
I» They take away the Spirit-in the wſe of 


the meanes, Pp, 62. 


is Þ} + They drive we from the uſe of means, p. 63. 
in, iN 3 They make a man continually to pore on his 
6 fins, Jo 45 he ſhall never be able to get out of 
| P- 64, 
<4 2 Re kontrubing kt fiat. p...66. 


oh 4 hy leave the (oule; ins ze, the it 
G knows not whether to.turne it ſelfe. p. 67. 
;' £ Feb: whiſper ber inte.s. man 4 ſentence of 
G an impoſcibility of Seqping- 


* Þ the concluſion of 1 the whole. or” _ 69. 
"R =  — 
ns The Contents of that Sermon 
þ | R 0M. 8. 22. 
P, Very creature hath 4 three-fold good- 
| neſſe in it . 
” I. A goodneſſe of end. p.-70. 
. | 2. Agrodueſſe of nature. Pp. 71. 
- | 3- Aeoodneſſe of uſe - ibid, 
d | There be fore evils | under which every Crea- 
. ture-groancth. P- 73 
!, The rentinuall labour that the creature & 
"2 wes frnnhs peaks ff he 
2, Toe creatare fo s part the 
plagues of rhe wngedly. ib. 


it=Ca nr are tir Ueno Te. 4b St + Sees 44 - 9 


| Anſw. 1t « ſpoken Hyperbolically, to declaxe 


LO. SRI + 040448 ibs Ee io 
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- 
F 


. - mourne for the abbſe of the-ereatures, 


I» Becavſe they arg\diftrated in their ſer- 


The Contents, 
>, 1 he Creatnie hath an inſtindive fellow. 


feeleing of mans wretchedneſſe. p.m, 2 
A. Becauſe they are rent and torne from thei 
proper Maſters. .* *>+ bid, 


DoR. Every Creature groaneth under the [4. 
very of ſinne. : "P. 75. 
Not only under the flavery of finfull men , but 
ſo far & they miniſter to the fleſh of the 
Saints, thiy groane under them, -' © ibid. 


. Objea. Did ever aby man heare any unres. 


ſonable creature groanc ander fin : 


the area miſcryghe creatures art into ſerve 
ſinfull man. » P- 76. 
2. Analegically i regard, of, a watarill in- 
ftine of blind reaſow, that & in 4ll the creq- 
\ tures. ben by * (appol born 
. 1t ts ſpoken by way of (uppoſutrow., if t 
" had wo they would Ne P. = 
&. Intelligently, becauſe a WIA Cannot wreng 
the creature, but he wroza5 God inthe crea- 
ture, P. 78. 
5. Specifically, becauſe the Godly come before 
God in the behalfe of all the creatores , and 


4 1» P*179e 
Foure Reaſons why ther tatures groan. 


Victs 


The Contents! 


vice. 3p. $9, 
2. Becauſe of the” unprofitablenaſſe> of their 
ſervice. | K | P. $2 * 
3. Becauſe of the unceſſantneſſe of heir ſer- 
Vice. | P. 83. 
4. Becauſe of that miſery anidl woe the crea- 
tures bye under, d. p. 84. 
Every creature hath, ' 
1. A ſpecificaiend. > Ki, "85. 
z. Anultimate end,” ' © tbid, 
A wicked man bath no true right wn the 
©. creature. TY ' p. 36. 
But he hath 
1. Acivill right. ibid, 
2. A providentiall 2 wo ibid. 
3. Avindicative "Ig =" P. 87. 
4. A Creatures rieht, a ti Toreature. ib. 
But he hath no filial right jnoſon-like right 
m Chriſt. | p. 89. 
Uſe. To ſhew' that wicked men have little 
' ' Cauſe robe merry at anytime, becauſe there 
* nothing nedre them, but groantth under 
him. oo P- 90. 
All creatives groane' to God for vengeance 10 
"be pewred upon the wicked, © | pe 92s 
And theſe groantsare' ooo 
Y. Mains groanes. + <8 
2 Witneſsihg groenes, =": 1) ups 


| The Contents: 


3- Accuſing groants. 100, ll 4 
g; Fe Che ad Fndemnian re, cf ibid, | . 
For exhortation, ' 
1. To takt herd how we doe abuſe the © C roms 
of God. .io1,  C 
2. Take heed of ſ inning 4einſ God. by the 
Creatures. \ tid. 
' 3 Take heed of ſetting thy heart upon the 
_ Creatwe, -P. 102, 
4. Hſe all the Creatures in humility and 
thankfulneſſe. \  Þ- 102. 
5. Uſe the. Creatures 4s ſs many Ladders | 
go —_ thee to climb up towards. Heaven, 


Pe 03s q 


4 ww et 42 


% 2 ' . 


| The Contents of chat Sa 


1 JOHN. 2.6. 


7 en o. E yu of the words in fowre ou 


TI A os Chriſtian walks 4 chi od 

c 

'A man mu firſt be ip Chriſt, be be o 
walk 4s oh walked, f for eca 

Objea. Can any man walk « Chrift qe 


It. 
Anſve. Neve cannalias Chrif walied; is re- 
vey, .» | god 


The Contents. 
Ego of equality; but inregard af fete 
111, 

The life of ef chr ſhould be the Fg; of Our 
life. P. 112. 
Cbrift came into the World to, redeeme us for 
our juſtification , and to be an example of 
life unto 4s for our ſant#ification. | p. 114. 

This Oweſtion anſwered. viz. 

What it is to walke as Chriſt walked. p. 116. 

Fonre Reaſons of the point, 

I. Becauſe as .Chrift came into the World 16 
Juftifie the ungodly , ſs he came to \conforme 
them to his image. Pp. 117. 

2. Becauſe inwvaine we are called Chriſtians, 
if we be not imitators of Chriſt , and live 

« he lived, Pp. 119, 


3. Becauſe all that are in Chriſt , are Mem- 


bers of hu body , therefore they muſt 

have "the ſame life , and be quichwed by 
the ſame Spirit. P- 121. 

4. Becauſe of that neere relation that i 
betwixs Chriſt and every one of his Mem- 
bers. . 123. 
1. Uſe. To ſhew that all men that live not 

ro e of Chriſt , dye blaſpheme the name 
P» 127. 

of all ſnne; wnder Heaven, God canner en- 

I foch fins of rhetht te the wars of 


The Contents. 


- Chriſt upon them. | P. 198, 
Do: Zvery Miniſter i bound to preg 
home to men in particulars.” * 'p. 191, 

3- Real. 1. Particulars ate moſt operating, 
« 133, 

2. Particilars are moſt diſtin# , Ls = 
' powerfull, "Po £35 


3- Particulgrs are moſt ſenſible.  p. 137, 
Dod: Every Miniſter is bound to preach ſo, 
4s to make a difference betwixt the pr etiou 
and the wile, © P. 138, 
Reaſ. 1. Becauſe , otherwiſe a Miniſter pre- 
phanes the holy things of God. P. 139, 
'2. Otherwiſe he cannot be the Miniſter if 


Chriſt, P. 141, 
3e Otherwiſe he # like to doe no good by hi 
,. Miniſtery, . Y ibid, 
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The Contents of that Sermon on 
Jon 3. 20. 


H * Context opened in fuure partics- 
| ers... 
I. What mans naturall eftate, and condition is 
. without Chrift, a. * © OMG 
*2--Gods graciogs proviſion for mans ſaluati- 
ha 223% $3754 36..FC 'Þ. 136. 
3. The 


'Ther'Conrents. 
3, The condition required, viz. Paith, 


98, 5 . 

77771 ns ibid. , 
32 if 4+ The reprobation of the World if they ave 
wh, mt believe. \ - tbid.. 


33: But Chriſt is neither the ef ficient , nor  defici. 
oh ent.canſe thereof. * © 14 1-,5+bid. 
35. 3nt he cauſe of their damnatiowis fromthem- 
"_ ſelves proved | 


11 EE therr owne conſcience; P147. 
ou 2 Byexperience. © | Pp: 11488 
38, 3- By Reaſon. P\14S-, 


rw inthe words are two parts, 

39. 2+ The wickeds reje(t:on of the word KIT 
, l ibid. 
4 2. The cauſe of that rejection. " tb. 
hi viz.' 1. Firſt, from the qualification of their 

1d, per ſons, : 7, 
2. From the diſpeſition of their nature, ib. 
— | Dot: Awicked man hues the word of Gods 


1 grace, yeagrace it ſelfe. * P-' 15Co 
Thu hatred is je x 
1. Anattaall hatred, ibid. , 
un | 2+ 1t is apaſsion of the heart. P.15I. 
3 Incauſeth the heart 19 riſe up againſt a 
i © ion with the word. Þ. 153» 
5, | This union of the word is ſet in oppoſition 
i. | {- Togencrall preaching. "\ Þ« 15 4s 
5, | 34 To merciful preaching. P- 155+ 
"7 LSE | ; 3- To 
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The Comtents. 
3- To now and then preaching. P. 156, 
| | fo P. 160, 
If the World dot not bate «righteous man, | 
_ ; COngg 
1. Becauſe ht uw agreatman. «160, 
2+. Becauſe \f7 $6.20 of admidablewit. » Od 
knowledge. WITT 151d, 


3 Or becauſe God gives him favour in the 


, = eyes of the World. : ib. 
4. This hatred cauſeth the. heart t0 vi e 4. 
.  $4inſt that which is repugnant to its lyſts, 
« 162, 

A wicked man may love 3 kinds of ancdine 
t. Eloquent preaching, that ſavours mne of 

bumanity then of Divinity. id, 

2. Impertivent preaching. P. 163, 

3. Now and then ſome preaching ,; to (atisfie 

the erwvinrs of bis: Conſcience. p. 154. 
Reaſ: 1A wicked man hates the word, be- 
. - Cauſe he hates all truth, even the very being 
of the word. , ©. Pe 165; 


- 2+ Becanſe he hates thi very nature of the 


: word. I  Þ+ 167. 
3. Becauſe he cannot endure. the knowledge 
the word. lowort 1 A314; 2Þo UGH) 

A + aan the word.” | 
4. Becauſe no emtreaties, no brſeeches can poſ- 
- fibh reconcile them. -  por7t. 


| 3-Becauſe 


2 


The Conrefits: 


56, 'weither mon, wor price caw make 
G0, pike wa 175» ; 
nl 3+ Becauſe ball the leve in the Wer canner 


nite them together. p-176; 
o. i 4: "Becauſe neither the love of God, nor 
- bs of Chriſt will ſoder them toge- 
d, 177, 
h Every natnrall man had rather be rt 
b. then leave" hic fi ana] rather goe to Hell 
4- -thew be « new creature. Pp. 178. 

« - 


Dn —_ 


The contents of that Sermon on 


Ree E SAY. 42. 24- 
| oY 
HE words contain five things. 
I. The Author of the deftraZion. 
_—_ 
: 2 Thicasſes of it, AR 
| 3+ Thejudgoment it ſelfe:  - © © p.186. 
| 4. The | people as whom. it WAS. 13 eel. 
o Theefutrif ir, inte. 
1; Do&. God i the Auther al j _ 
K. befalls va 24 og 
I. Uſe For comfort ts Gods children, 
Gd is the Orderer of all events, . P19. 


Y Ye For terrour 10 the withed tha 


whow 


». 


The Contems: 

. how they hate ſhall be their judgt. p. 196; 
3+. Uſe. Tolearne in all calamities to looke 
v £6,750 God..." - 1 Pain. 
2» Dot. Sinne and diſobedienct againſt the 
Law. of God ; js that which. brings downe 
puniſhments, \apd judgements, wpen a Nati- 
..64, Church,or Pcople. | ibid, 
uUle...r. To diſcover 'the weakneſſe_ of our 
+ Land, in what 4 poors condition'it is by rea- 
fon of. ſinne. | | P.-193. 
2+ To ſhew whobe the ereateſs Traytors to 4 
Kingdome. by —y—— _—_— 
3. To teach alt of ws to ſet hand. and heart, 
rayers and tears a worke againſt ſine. 
* A  'Þ. 295. 
Eſpecially it concernes thoſe that are i, plays, 
of Authority. P. 199. 
3. DoR. The Lord often times brings fear- 
full, and unavoydable judgements, and yu- 
nifbments, upon his owne profeſcing pes- 
ple. NN *W P. 200. 

Fowre frgncs of Fudgement 4 comming. 

t. When the Miniſters of God with one woyce, 
foretell judgements to come... . . P.202, 
7 8 ' ſtnnes of all ſorts dee abound. ib. 
3, When the Divell and wicked men caft in 
 * bones of diſſention, © p. 203+ 
&: When all mens hearts beginto faile.p. 64 

| three 


7, 


The Contents. 
Three DirefFions , what i to be done in ſuc 


| times, 4 -4 
1. Let us ſhake off the love of all things here 
below. ; - 206, 


2. Let ws lay our heads upon the block , andbe 
willing that God ſhould doe what he will 
With us. P. 208, 

3: Let ws pray and cry mightily to God , be- 
fare we dye, cven all the time we have to 
live, for mercy, peace, andirmh, ibid. 


The Church of England loke the ſhip of Jo- 


nah. | P. 209. 
The Authors Admonition #0 the People. ib. 
& P. 210. Fc. 


More then ordinary Faith requiſite for theſe 
times of danger. P- 211. 212. &C. 


. | | Tom err y __— ett — 
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DISCOURSE OF 
the nature of prevalent 


; Prayer, together with ſome 


- helps againit diſcouragements 
| in Prayer. 


i 
© m— — 


Lament.3. Ver. 57. 
Thou dreweſt neare in the day that I cals 
led upon thee,thou ſaidſt feare not. 


I His Book of the Lamentations 
doth plainely ſhew whar tmile- 
ries and diſtrefles finne /is the 
 cauſeof, Now this people of 
the Jewes, becauſe of their 1- 
dolatries, their contempr of Gods Ordinan- 
ces, their ſlighting and miſufing the Pro- 
phets, &c. Their Cittes: were raken, the 
Temple burned;, their liberties confiſcated, 
thefiiclves-banyhed our of rheir Is 1 
Loh B and 


and deprive ot; thy otdithahets of their 

ſigners of cis prelehees, before 
God a long time ; they prayed, bur God 
would nor heare , In-{o much that many 
pqore ſoules amongſt them were diſcours- 
ged, and almoſt ready to deſpaite © That 
' hadnotthe Lord pur in ſome incklings of 
hope , they had utterly fainted. Now whilſt 
theſe poore foules-were prayingiand trying, 
and groaning, andnow ready to.give over 
for diſcouragement that God will not hear 
rhem, preſently the Lord flings in comfort, 


3 


and beckens ro their hearts not to be diſcou- 


raged, but to-pray on and feare not, Thou 
dreweſt near inthe day that I called upon thee, 
thou ſardft feare not , the words comaine in 
- them threepropertiesof effeQualt prayer. 
Firft, the unlatiableneſle of it ill ir bee 
heard. | # 
© Secondly, the ſenfibleneſſe of it whether 
it be heard or noe, alt ppt 
Thirdly , the ſupplies it hath from 
dangers and diſcouragements that it iS in. 
Firſt che unſatiableneſſe of it; All the 
praiers ofthis people though they had beene 
of many yeares, yet they counted them as 
the prayers of one day;-in.the- day thar1 
called upon thee: They. account: all = 
TT OU+ 


2-2 = 


mn = = Q, OO» =, 


_—_ oem ot ems cos wit Yo 


ir 
re 


C 0. ” WY 0 Yu, 5 


heare me: for] A never 1 give 9- 
| 2 


.of prevalent prayer. 
thouſands of ſupplications and prayers as 
one-ſuire ; never had they donetheir pray- 
ers till God did heare them, 

Secondly rhe ſenſiblenefſe of ir, where? 
by it is able ro know wherher God doe 
heare it orno: Thou dreweſt necre in the 
day that I called upon thee. 

Thirdly , the. ſupplyes ic bath againſt 
dangers ' and diſcouragemenes, God ſlings 
in comfort into their S, giving them 
nchibngs of, hope to ſupport them agaynſt 
their diſcouragements, thou ſaidſt feare nor: 
from rhe firſt of theſe, obſerve _ 

That an effettuall prayer is anunſatiable 
prajer, A man that prayes effeQually,ſers 
down this in himſelf as his firſt conclufion 
neverto ceaſe , nor to give over praying till 
he ſpeed - This is the firſt and prime thing 
that a godly heart lookes at, as David in his 
prayers : He begins in this manner, Heare 
wy crie 0 God," attend unto my prayer. Pſal. 
61. 1. So, Give care wnto my prayer O God, 
and hide not thy ſelfe from my ſupplications, 
Plal.55.1.Hear my woyce O God in my prayer, 
Pſal:64.1. As if he ſhould fay, Lord, now 
I come to ca]l' upon thee : noiv that 1 
come to thee, ro begge theſe and theſe gra- 
ces that my ſoule wants, I .beſeech thee to 


ver 
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ver my ſuit, never to give thee reft,but for 


. to continue .my prayers and ſupplications, 


till chou givea gratious anſwer ro my ſoul 
and heare me, - 

This is the firſt 'andprime' thing that the 
foule looks after , it being the very end of 


_ prayer tobe heard; it ts not with prayer as 


with Orarory; the end of oratory is not to 
perſwade, but ro fpeake perſwaſively; for a 
man may uſe all the perſwaſions that may 
be, and uſe all the -perſwaſive arguments 
that the wit of man can invent, and ſpeake 
as cuttingly, as perſwaſively as may be, and 
* the heart may be ſo %atraQable as nor to 
perſ[waded;ir1s not ſo withprayer.. 
The end of prayer is to prevaile with 
God. Beloved, there is difference between 
the end and office of prayer; the office of 
prayer is to pray, the endof prayer is to 
prevaile, There is many a man that doth 
the office of prayer, and yet never gets the 


end of prayer. A man hath never gorten 


the end of his prayers , till he hath gotten 
chat he prayed for. It'is not with' prayer as 


with a Phyſician, that may give the beſt 
*phyſick under heaven, and yer the Patient 
"may die under his hands; and therefore one 
= counſell that a Phyfician never med- 


le with a deſperate man, egy 
f | Burt 
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Bur if the ſoule be an effeuall ſuitor with 
God, it can never faile of its ſuite, becauſe 
itis an unſatiable Suitor, that never leaves 
his prayer till it terminates the end of ir. I 
criedunto the Lord. with my voice, and he 
heard me our of his holy hill. Selah, Ferom 
cranſlates ir for ever. Pſal. 3. 4. never dorh 
achild of God-pray, but he praycth ſo as 
chat his praier and Gods e2re may be jo 
ned together; I cried unto the Lord, and the 
Lord:heard me : This alſo ſhewerth how the 
Prophet cried and praied, namely fo as his 
crying and Gods hearing were coupled to- 


gether, Bur ſome may objet, How cana 06jef, 


man be unſatiable in his praiers til-he ſpced- 
muſt a man be alwajes a praying* Godcalls 
men to other duties of his worſhippe, and of 
his owne particular calling; after morning I 
muſt have done till noone, afrer noone I 
muſt have done till nighrt.: . whether Gad 
heare me or no, muſt I bealwaics a praying 
till I ſpeed - then I ſhould doe nothing elſe 
bur pray ; how rhen are we to continue our 
praiers til] God heare us, and give the grace 
that we pray for” to this [ anſwer, * 


A man muſt. give oyer;the words and Avſw. ; 


times of prayer for other ducies, bur a man 


muſt nor give over the ſuite of prayer., A 
poqte begger comea,ta. Hh hruſr keepers gape 
7,5 | 3 an 


. | 


A Diſcourſe of the native 
and begs, bur none heares him, now he be. 
ing 2 poore man, hath ſomething elſe to doe 
and therefore he firs downe or ſtands anc 
knits or patches,and then he begs or knocks, 
and thento his work again;though hedo not 
alwaics continue knocking or begging, yet he 
alwaies continues his ſuite : O that my ſuite 
might be ne me, or thar I might have 
an almes here;'ſo when the ſoul is begging 
of any grace, though jt. doth not alwaics 
continue the words of praier, yet it alwaies 
continues the ſuite of prajer. David he would 
dwell in the houſe of the Lord for ever. Pſal, 
23-6, A wicked man ir may be will turne 
inro Gods houſe and fay a prayer, &c. but 
the Propher would (and ſo-all godly men 
muſt )-dwell there for ever, his ſoule lyeth 
alwaics at the throne of grace begging for 
grace. A wicked man he prayeth as the cock 
crowetrh; the cocke crowes and ceaſeth, and 
crowes again and ceaſerh 4gain;and thinkes 
not of crowing ril he crowes again:{o a wic- 
ked man praies and ceaſeth, prayes'and cex- 
ſeth againe, his minde is never buified to 


thinke whether his prayers ſpeede or no ; 


he thinkes it is good Religion forhim to 
pray, and therefore He takes rhar for grant- 
edrhar his praters ſpecde, though in very 


deed God never heares his praicrs, norno 


more 
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.:8f prevalent prayer. 
more reſpe&s ir, «then he .reſpe&s the low- 
ing of Oxen, or the gruntling of hoggs : he 
is found in his prayers as the wilde Aſſe in 
her months : Fer. 2. The wilde Aﬀe in1e- 
ard of her ſwiftneſſe cannor be taken bur in 
| months,ſhe hath a ſleepy month, and all 
that while ſhe is ſo fleepy and dump ſh that 
any man may take her ; in her months you 


| ſhall finde her, ſo' a wicked man hath his 


prayer monthes, his praier firs:it may be in 
the morning, or in the evening, or day of - 
his affliction and miſery you ſhall have him 
ar his prayers, at his prayer fits then you 
ſhall finde him ar ir, bur otherwiſe his mind 
is about other matters. Bur the childe of 
God what ever he ailes,he goes with his pe- 
tition preſently to the throne of grace, and 
there he never removes till he hath ir grant- 
ed him, as here we ſcethe prayers of the 


Church confifting of many yeares, yer are 


counted bur one ſuite, try therefore and ex- 
amin whether thy praiers be unſariable prai- 
ers yea Or no. and for helpe herein take theſe 
markes ; firſt it thy. prayers be.unſatiable 

icrs,then-it is a begging praier;thou prai- 
4p aS if ſthou hadſt Hg AT ey as 
it chou kadſt never begun to pray, and thou 


. nexcr.thinkeſt that thouthaſt done any thing 
till chou haſt done the deede. As a hungrie 


B.4 man 
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man eares asf he had never eare before, 7 | mi 
the unſariable ſoule praies as if he had never ÞÞ hit 

- prayed before, rill he hath obtained thathe I a + 
hath praied for; but a wicked man he praie; iſ he 
not thus. 7ob ſpeaking of carnal profeſſors, i = 
27.10.Will he call upon God at all times* (cet Wl m 
thou a wicked man gotoa good duty, goto ill th 
praier, do you think that he wil hold our al- | fi 
waies? he will n-verdo it; for a wicked man Þ x 
he reaſons with himſelf, I have called up = n 
God rhus& thus long, I hope I need notpray | t 
«ny more for this thing, & ſo he gives over, i t 

Bur x godly man he will be alwaies cal- ſ 

ling upon God. Beloved,there is a beginning Þþ | 

to'an ation,and 2 beginning of an aRion; Il | 

tho1never beginneſt ro lifr up aweight till I | 
thou ſtirreſt ir from ground ; indeede thou 
mayſt begin towards the ation by pulling 
at it, by reaching at it;5ur thou never begin- 
neſt the lifring up of the weight til thou ſtir 
it from its placcz thou mayſt givea pull ar 
prayer, and rugge at 2 grace, burrhou haſt 
nor ſo much as begun that duty, till rhou 
' . ſkeſt God beginto hear thee, till thou ſceſt 
the grace a coming ; therefore the Prophet 
David when he prayed and had not that he 
prayed for, his prayers returned into his 
owne boſome, ſal. 35. 13. there to lie ro 
be a continuall ſuite unto God, A wicked 
man 


of precoalent: prayer. 
man praies, and he lezves his praier behind 
him in his pew,or in his hal,or chamber;bur 
a godly man praies and his prayer is in his 
heart, his praier is not our til the grace be in. 
Secondly an unſatiable prayer, iris ever- 
more a proceeding prayer; you would think 
char theſe are rwo contraries and one oppo- 


ſize rothe other, bur they are nor, only they | 


are two ſeverall things : as it 1Sever a begin- 
ning praiet, becauſe in his own thoughts he 
reckons or thinkes that he hath nothing ill 
heſpeedes; ſothe ſoule that is unſatiable in 
praier, he proccedes;he gets neere ro God, 
he gaines ſomthing, he windes up his hearr 
higher, or ſomthing. or other he gets: As 2 
child that ſeerch the mother have an apple in 
her hand, and it would faine have it, ir will 
come and pull at the mothers hand for ir: 
now ſhe lers go one finger and yet ſhe holds 
it, and then he Pulls againe, and then ſhe lets 
goe another finger and yer ſhe keepes ir, and 
then the child pulls againe, and will never 
leave” pulling and crying till it hath gotir 
from his mother: Soa child of God ſeeing 
all graces to be in God, he drawes neereto 
the throne of grace begging for it, & by his 
earneſt &faithtul praiers,he opens the hands 
of God to him : God dealing as parents to 
theirchildren, holds them off for a while,not 
$ Ds5 . that 
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A Diſcourſe'sf the nature 
that he is unwilling tb: give., but to mak 
them more earneſt with God: to draw then 
the neerer to. himſclfe;, a wicked man prais 
and his . praiers. tumble-  downe up 
him againe 4- and his. heart /is as deal 
as ever: it was ;before, as- {enſuall as « 


ver, aScarnall.and carthly as ever, as hard, 


as impenitentand ſecure a5 ever... :; - 
A.godly.man when: he praies, though he 
have nor gotten the thing totall rhat he defi. 


red,yer heis neerer God thenhe was before. 


his heart. growes every day better then 
other by tus praiers; he-obraines ſtill ſome. 
thing , as the:Propher. Heſeah ſpeakes of 
knowledge Hoſ. 6. 3.:Then ſhall we knew, 
sf we follow on to know the Lord: fo | may 
ay of praicr,& of al ocher good duties, then 
we pray :if we proceed on-wards in praier, 
A man may know and know, and yet nc- 
yer know the Lord, .till he Foe on in know- 
ledge, ſoa man may- pray and-pray, yetif 
hegoe not on- wards in his pragers, his prai- 
ers are nothing. A godly man praics: a5 4 
builder builds; now a bui}der he firſt layeth 
a foundation, and becauſe. hecannor finiſh 
in one day, he. comes the-fecond day,,and 
findes the frame ſtanding thas he.made the 
firſt day, and:then &e.addsa ſecond dayes 
worke, und then he-comes a third _ Wod 
ndes 


o 
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findes - his ewo i former dayes worke 
ſanding”; then che proceeds to- 4 third 
dayes worke, and makes walls roit;and ſo 
he goes on till his building be finiſhed. So 
pfayer iris the building of the ſoule till i 
reach up to heaven , therefore « godly hearr 


raies and reacherh higher & higher in prai- - 
er, till ar laſt his prayers reach up ro-God. . 


Iris a figne of a wicked maa-to pray 
and toler his _—_ fall downe againe up- 
on him. And here I appeale to the conſci- 
ences of wicked men, if it benor ſo with 
them z they pray and pray, :bur their hearts 
are. as dead and deceitfull,, as proud and 
vaine, as ignorant, blockiſh and rebellious, 
a5 if they had never praied. | 

' Thirdly, itis more-and more a fervent 
praier, if a little praier will not- ſerve the 
ture, if he ſpeeds notto day, then he will 
Pay more carneſtly to morrow; and if that 
will not ſerverhe turne, he will acde more. 

Asamanin winding up of a bucker, if 
two or three windings'will not fetch it op, 
he will winde ic up higher and higher, cull 
it comes up; for-it he ſhould onely winde 
up once or twiſe and no more , but hold. ir 
juſt ar the ſame pin, the buckert-would never 
comeup; So if a man praies and praies, 
and windes not vp ' his heart higher, by 

0 


2 


On 


£0ns, and haſt pur up many praters. to: the 
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- holdsit juſt atthe ſame pegge it was, prais 

in the ſame faſhion he dig, grace will never 

come up. - Marke then:how thou prayeſt, 

examine thy heart; doſt thou pray to day a 

yeſterday, with no-more zeal, nor nouy 
e 


affection, nor.{encible deſire? thou praicſ 
« not unſatiably; '-! | 


_ No, thou--reſtraineſt thy praying from 
growing, an excellent difcription of an hy- 
-pocrite, Job, 14. 4. though falſly applicd 

ro Fob. Thou reftraineſt prayer before God; in 
ſome tranſlations it is Thou Feepeſt thy pray- 
ers from growing, thou reftraineſt thy praters 
as a dwarffe is reſtrained from growing, ſo 
thou reſtraineſt thy praiers from being more 
and more carneſt and effeuall and fervent, 
unſatiable praier is growing in zeale and 
affection, | | 
Fourrhly it is a more and more frequent 
praier,-{othar if twice 'a day will not ſerve 


the turne, he will pray three times a diy. Pſal. 


55-17. and. if that will not prevaile, 
be will pray ſeven times a day. Pſal.119.164. 
and when that is not enough ;. he, will be 
evenever a praying, hardly broken off day 
or.night, Pſal.. $8. 1. he cares not how ot- 
ren he praies;it may be that thou haſt been a 
ſuitor for ſtrength and grace againſt corrup- 


ſame 


both rogether, the one his manſion dwel- 
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fame purpoſe - If now thou ſickeſt at any 
ers, thy praiers are not unſatiable; an 
unſatiable ſoul never reſteth, though it have 
made ten thouſand praiers,rill ir have gotten 
the grace; it is ſo with other things, and 
therefore we neede not wonder at it; when 
4 man doth his worke one day; he will do ir 
another,and fo on as long as he lives till his 
worke be done; ſo muſt we doe for heaven 
and for grace. nit 94, 
Fifthly it is ever more and more a backer 
praier: if ordinary praiers will not ſerve the 
turne : 2 godly heart will cur off time from. 
his recreations and pleaſures, though in 
themſelves lawfull. Beloved,irmay be with 
thy ſoule in its wraftlings and ſtrivings for 
grace ang power againſt corruprions, that 
ordinary praiers will not fatisfic ir, bur it 
will beneceſſary togive over even lawfull 
delights, and give that time to praier; fo a 
man will doe for rhe world, if he have a bu» 


| fineſſe of importance, that will bring him in 


eaine, he will be content to; part with his 
delights, and recreations, and pleaſures, ro 
jollow afterit, ſo a' man muſt doe for his 
ſoule, and if chart be not enough, then lay a- 
fide the duties of rhy calling, ro rake time 
from thar. If a man have rwo houſes onfire 


ling 
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ling houſe, the other ſome backe roome or 
ſtable, _—_—_ will ſave both; bur if he 
ſeerhar by ſpending his time on quenching 


the fire on the ſtable, that his great manſion pr?! 


houſe will burne downe,” he will then neg- 
le& the ocher;and let ir burne if ir will, and 
imploy himfelfe abour his houſe ;.So when 
he ſoule is' in mifery under the want of 
grace,” 'that-it cannot live' under, bur myſt 

riſh eternally if ic have icnot, then the 
Joute being betrer thenthe , rather then 
char che ſoule' 'miſcarry,we will negle& the 
body fometime. And. if chis will nor ſerve, 
abſtaine from meare and drinke, faſt it out, 
chus the people of God are faine to doe ma- 
ny'times; theirluft and corruptions being e- 
ven ss the devill himſelfe, which cannot be 
caſt our but by praier and faſting ; there is 
an excelent place : Foel :2. 12. Therefore 
now turne ants the Lord with faſtinz weeying 


end mourning, rext your hearts, 4c. There- 


fore now, now-your ſinnes are fo diveliſh, 
now' your finnes are ſo deepely rooted in 
your-ſoules, now your corruptions are come 
to' | be fuch .plague © ſoares within you, 
doe you not thinke that your ordinary re- 
p_ and ordinary praiers'and humi- 
tations will ſerve'the rurne, but now backe 

them with faſting and mourning. PRs 
nou 


of prervalent prayer. 15 
e or Shov mayſt examine thy ſoule whether it 
ſhe have praicd effeRually, unſatiably yea or 
ing Yno:hach ir ever a begging praier, tharthou 
Ion Epraieſt us ifchou hadſt never praicd before? 
eo. Mis it evermore a proceeding praier, that thou 
nd Rdocſt every day draw neererto God then 
en Wother? is it more and mores backer praier, 
of Na fervent and frequent praier? haſt thoura- 
ft I ken from thy recreations, from thy calling 
he trogive to it; yea from thy belly and backe, 
- uled all meanes for a prevailing with. 
ec | God?then are thy praiers efteRuall and un- 
- ſariable. p3T | 
' This then condemnes the praiers of moft Hſe. 
- | men in the world, they pray and pray for 
- I gnace;ant their praiers come tro awend, and 
e | ceaſe defore they have it z the angrie frer- 
; | chard praies for patience and meekneſſe and 
p 


yet ſets: downe withour it ; the coverous 
{| worldling praics tro be weaned from the 
 Þ world,and his praiers are done before he is 
ſo; forthe lukewarmeling- deadhearted and 
vaine-thoughted profeſſor praies for better 
thoughts, for more zeale, and yer coines'to 
his' 62:38 ſo before-he have i and ſo every 
wicked man praics;and he is come' to his 
Amen beforethe grace is given; tet all ſuch 
men know that ſuch; praiers firſtthey are 
cadleſſe, ſecondly they are frulefle, - 


Firſt 
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Firſtthey are endlefſe: The Philoſopher 
faid that thar for whicha thing is, that is 
che end of the thing: now-praieris forthe 
ſpeeding with God;and therefore he whoſe 
praiers {peed not with. God, his. praicrs are 
endlefſe:thou haſt praied againſt thy pride, 
bur art as-proude ſtill; -chou haſt praied a- 
geainft thy choler- and: art as teachy till: 
thou'-haſt praied againſt earthlines- and 
worldlines, and art: earthly and worldly 
ſtill: thou haſt: praied againſt ſecurity and 
deadnes of heart, -and lukewarmenefle in 
Gods ſervice, and art lukewarm, dead hear- 
ted and ſecure ſtill: ro what end- are all thy 
praiers, when thou enjoyeſt notthe end of 
thy praicrs?to what end is plowing of thy 
ground if it be not fallow? when thy plow- 
ing is done, to what end is the worke of thy 
ſervant, itthy buſineſſe be not done, and 
diſpatched when all is done ? As good nc- 
ver pray as pray to.no end, as good that 
thou never hadſt begun topray,as to ceale , 
and to give .over thy praiers before thou 
haſt - obrained the gftace thou prayeſt for: 
The prayers of the wicked are an abomination 
wnto>the Lord, but the prayer of the upright 
is his delight ; Prov;i15;:8. tharis, the prai- 
ers of a wicked: man; thar continues an bis 
wickedneffe , when-his praicrs arc done, 
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jers are an abomination to the Lord : 

the praiers of the upright though he were 
before he praied never ſo wicked, yerifir be 
the praier of an upright and godly man , 
when his ptaters are done, that his praiers 
rid him of his fin, and make him an uprighr 
man, his —_ are Gods.delighr. 

Beloved , many pay againſt diſtruſt in 
Gods providence, Infidelity 'in Gods pro- 
miſes, Impariency under Gods corrections, 
&c. and yet have never the more truſt and 
affiance in God, never the more patience 
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under the hand of God, alt theſe praiers are - 


e 
Secondly , thy praiets are frnitleſſe : to 


what purpoſe is a beggers begging of an 
almes?if he be gone before Ray be be- 
ſtowed, his Degging is fruirlefle , ſo all thy 
pm are loſt, if thou arc, gone from the 
hrone of grace , before grace is giveri 
thee : for if ſuch a praier be endleſſe, then is 
it alſo fruitleſſe : ic will never do thee any 
good. what is a fruitlefle tree good for, bur 
to be cur down? whar is a fruitleſſe Yine 
good for, bur to be burned © So all chy 
praiers are- loſt , all thy beginnings of 
grace are loſt. we know ſaich the man that 
was borne blind, Fob» g. thar'God hearech 
norſinners,we know it AX Why may _ 
Wo ay, 
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fay, how do you know thar-God heares not 
finners ? why,we know itby ezperience,by 
examples. | 

A drunkard prayerh ro God to cure him 
of his drunkennes, & yer he doth not l-ave 
his ill company; all the world may fee that 
God hears nor the drunkards praicr becauſe 
he cures him not , bur lers him go on in his 
{in;and ſo for all other fins: ſeeſt thou a man 
. goc-on in his ſinnes? thou mayeſt ſee that 
God heareth nat his praiers. if -a man 
ſhould be ſicke on his death bed, and ſend 
for rhe Phyſicians and Apothecaries in the 
Country , and ſend for his Father, Mother, 
and for all his friends ro come to him to mi- 
niſter to him: yer I know he is nor cured by 
them ſo long as'I ſee his deadly diſeaſe re- 
maines upon him ; ſo if I ſee a mans pride, 
hypocriſle, ſecurity, deadneſſe of heart, his 
Juſt, anger, &c-. lie upon him: notwithſtan- 
ding all his praiers, I know God heares nor 
his praiers,; he prayes to be cleanſed from 
his finnes, andto be purged from his luſt, 
and to be redeemed from. his. vaine conver- 
ſation: if now God let his ſinnes continue 


in him, and I:ts him goe on in them,, we 


ſee plainely Zod heares not him. O what 


a pittifull and miſerable caſe are ſuch men. 


in , that pray and pray, and yet all their 
praiers 
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iers are endleſſe and - fruirlefſe ! is nor 
that man ina pirtifull caſe, thar all phyſick, 
all coſt and CHESS is loſt upon him; when 
his cating and drinking, his fleeping , and 
winding and turning from this {ide to that 
fide do him = do we not ſay of him 
thathe is a dead man ? ſo if a mans praiers 
and ſupplications to God be endleſſe and 
frutcleſſe : that man muſt ne2ds be a dead 
anda damned man ſo long as he goeth on 
in that caſe. 

Now we come to the ſecond part of the 


Texr , the ſenſibleneſſe of the godly ſoule, 


whether it ſpeed or no, the ſoule that praies 
arighe , that praies unſatiably : it is able ro 
fay the Lord doth heare me, the Lord doth 
grant merthe thing that I praied ro him for 3 
Thus fairh Fonab, / cried unto the Lord and 
he heard me; out of the-belly of Hell crycd T, 
and thou heardft my woice, Jonah 2. 2. How 
could Fonah ſay God heard his voice, if 'he 
had not known it ? therefore he knew ir. 
But againſt chis ſome may objet, ' * 


How. can this be 2 how can the ſoule 05je#% 


know that God heares it? we have no An- 
gels, nor yoices from Heaven zow ro tell 
men, as the Angel told Cornelus thar his 


praiers were accepted, and; come up before 


God; of to ſay as Chyiſt tothe woman in 
| Ca le 


A Diſcourſe of the n#ture 
the Goſpell, Be of good comfort, thy ſins a: 
forgiven thee, 1 know God heares me with 
his All-hearing eare, and therefore I have 
good beliefe in God : but how, ſhall T know 
that God heares my praiets in mercy, ſo as 
to grant that I pray for 2 

There be {xe wayes to know whether 

- the ſoule ſhall pou in prayer,yea or no, 
\- The firſt is, e having of 4 Spirit 0 fur- 
they and further praying. When God gives 
the ſoule a further and further abiliry to 


pray, when God opens a way for the foule' 


to the Throne of grace,and gives him a free 
acceſſe to the gate of mercy, and 4 ſpirit ro 
hold out in prayer : It is a figne that God 
meanes to hear it, When a Petitioner hath 
acceſſe to the King, and preſents his Periti- 
on,If the King imbolden him in his ſþeech, 
and let him ſpeak all chat he would ſpeak, 
it.is a ſigne that the King .meanes to grant 
that man his petition, becauſe otherwiſe the 
King would never have endured to have 
| heard him ſolong, bur would have com- 
manded him to be gone. So'itis with the 

ſoule at the Throne of grace; jf"ir come 

with a petition and prayer to God if God 

diſpatch the ſoule our of his preſence, fo 

that the ſoul hach no heart to pray, nor to 
continue its ſuire ; bur praies cady = 
Y, 
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of precvalent power. 
dilly, and is glad when he harh' faid his 
ayers , and hath done : it isa fearefull 
bone thar God never means to heare that 
fnans prayers : but if thou praieſt and 
praieſt, and haft not done inthy praiers, bur 
God by caſting in a ſpirit of ptayer and 
zeale, and fervency in prayer, imboldens 
thy heart in its petitions , it is a figne that 
God will heare thee, and grant thee thy 
prayers. : | 
Bleſſed be Sod faith the Propher, that hath 
not turned away my Jon , Ber bus mercy 
fromme , How could the Propher ſay that 
the Lord did not turne away his mercy 
from him * How ! becauſe he turned no t 
away his prayer from him. Many Expofi-- 
tors expound it ef not turning away his 
rayer From his heart as if he ſhould ſay, 
Lean continueſt my heart. to pray, 
thou haſt not taken away my prayer from 
my heart ; therefore I know that chou con- 
tinveft rhy mercy unto me. 
. Secondly, the prepareaneſſe of the heart to 
pray, is 2 figne that God means to heare. 
When the Merchant ftretcheth his bagge 
wider and wider, it is a ſigne that he means 
to put ſomething in ir: ſo when God opens 
the beart of 2 ue ſoule, itis a figne thar 
he means to ff# it, when God prepares the 
s C 3- ſoule- 
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A Diſcourſe of the nature 
ſoule with more hunger and thirſt after 
grace, with, more longings and breathing, 
ir is a ſigne that God hath already prepared 
his eareto heare that prayer ; it 1s a figne 
that heart ſhall ſpeed with God in prayer: 
Pſal.to, 17. Lord thon haſt heard the defir: 
of the humble, thou wilt prepare their heart 
thou wilt cauſe thine eare to heare. Firſt,God 

repares the heart to pray , and then he 
ws hs care to heare, © 
Examine thy ſoule then ; art thou more 
and more prepared to pray ?. hath God ſpo- 
ken with 2 powerfull voice to: thy  ſoule to 
open ir felfe wide? it is a. figne that God 


- meonesto fill rhy ſoul with his graces. Bur 


if rhoy canſt ruſh. into -Gods preſence, and 
leave thy preparedneſſe behind thee; lea- 
veſt thy ſoule and thy thoughts, and thy 


- affetions behinde thee; and comeſt with a 


ſtraightned heart, in thy deadnefle and luke- 
warmeneſſe, ths is 2 fearefull figne that 
God will nor heare thee. 

Thirdly, Gods gractors looke, is 4 fegne 
that be will heare thee : for ſometimes (be- 
loved) God anſwers his people by a caſt of 
his countenance, with a gratious ſmile of 
his face. Pſal.:22. 24. he hath not deſpiſed 
nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted, 


_ neicher hath he hid his face from him, but 


when 
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when he cryed unto him he heard, Hereby 
was the Prophet able to know that God did 
heare his prayer, becauſe he did not hide 
his face from him; when his poore ſoule 
ſaw God ſmile on him , and ſer a favoura* 
bleeye upon him, this made him fay rhat 
God heard his cry. 

This is a riddle rothe world. 

If you ſhould aske the men of the world 
what the meaning of Gods gracions counte- 
nance is, or what they ſee of it © alas, they 
can ſay nothing of it; they know not whar 
it meanes ; onely the godly man underſtan- 
deth, Pſal. 34-15. The eyes of the Lord are 
= the righteoms, and hu eares are open unto 
their cxyy ; Theſe rwo goe together , their 
projers enter into Gods eares, and they know 
it; why ? becauſe they ſee it in his coun- 
tenance upon them , as a Petitioner may 
read his ſpeeding with the King by his 
countenance towards him ; ſo a poore ſoul 
may ſee how prayers prevaile by. Gods 
countenance and Took upon him. 

If chou then art a ſtranger to Gods coun- 
renance, 'if God never admitted thee into 
his preſence ro ſee his face and counte- 
nance s it is a figne that God little regards 
thy ptayers, and hath iv minde to heare 
thee, A wicked man is like a vatlet thae 
C 4 ſtands 
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ſtands without dores and begges an ala, 
bur is not ſuffered to goe into the Gentle. 
mans preſence, and therefore knowes. not 
how he ſpeeds, whether che Gentleman 


will give him an almes, or whether he be 


providing a cudgell ro beat him away : fo 
a wicked man prayes and puts up his peti- 
tions to God, bur he is not able to come be- 
fore God : he cannot ſee whether God 
looke as if he meant to heare his L yengen, 
yea orno; he knows not bur that Ged may 

providing a curſe and plague for him in 
ſtead of a blefſing. But a child of God 


- comes within the liſt of Gods countenance 


he can tell -when God ſmiles on-him : and 
when he takes another looke: he is able to 
come. into Gods preſence, Job 13. 16. He 
alſo (faith Job) ſhall be my ſalvation : for an 
hypocrite ſhall not come before him. A ſtrange 
verſe. Fob ſaith, God « his ſalvation : and 
he gives this reaſon why he was able to ſay 
ſo : for an hypocrite ſhall not comg before him, 
One would think that this were no reaſon: 
but yer 'it is an undeniable reaſon, as if Fob 
had ſaid, I come into his preſence, and he 
lookes like a Saviour , *z Redeemer upon 
me; but an hypocrite ſhall not come bec- 
fore him : he ſtands like a rogue and. begs 
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Indeed a wicked man comes irito Gods 

ſence, in. regard, of Gods Omnipreſence 
Ceckis is not enough : thy Oxe, and thine 
Afﬀe ſtands in Gods preſence: yea ſo, the ve- 
ry Devils themſelves are in Gods preſence. 
But if thou come not into Gods preſence of 
grace, if God doc not admit thy ſoule into 
the lift of. his Throne : it is a ſigne that God 
heares thee not. Men ſhould therefore ex- 
amine their conſ{ciences, what face or pre- 
ſence of God they come into or ſee: when 
they pray" in their prayers, whether they 
come before God, yea or no. 

Beloved, no wicked man under heaven 
can come before, God : this is made the 
marke of a godly man onely, Pſal.140.13. 
The upright ſhall dwell in thy preſence,(marke 
here) dwelling in Gods preſence 1s onely de- 
termined to the righteous : the upright ſhall 
dwell in thy preſence : And here I appeale 
aggine to the hearts and conſciences of wic- 
ked men, what preſence of God doe they 
finde in their prayers * they ſee their Pews, 
and the walls or hangings, &c- before 
them: they ſee the heavens and the clouds 


” 


- above them : they are like rogues that know 


nothing-within dores. Doe they ſee Gods 
preſence and countenance * no: ir isthe up 
right man onely that dwels in Gods pre- 

C5 ſence: 
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| A Diſcourſe of the nature 
fence : He fees how God lookes on him, 
how his face ſmiles on'him : and therefore, 
Kis not wicked mans coming to Church, 
and falling on his knees , and uttering the 
words of prayer that is a coming into &od; 
elence: then, this would be a falle fay. 
ing of the Prophet. For a wicked man may 
Foto Church and fall upon his knees, &c, 
never come before God. 

This preſence, is, to ſee the face of God. 
Fourthly rhe conſcience of « men doth an(mere 
Brim whether God heare him yea or no. As it 
was with the high Preiſt, whenſoever the 

;gh Preiſt came into Gods preſence to in- 
qure of him, though God did not appears 
viſibly unto him, yer he might reade Gods 
anfwer in his Y7iz and Thummim , he might 
there know Gods minde: ſo 4 mais conſci- 
ence is his Urim and Thummim. When he 
comes beforeGod, his own conſ. jence gives 
him an inckling whether he'ſpeede or no: 
x leh.3.20,21.7f our hearts condermne #s,God 
rs ereatey then eur hearts er knoweth al things. 
Belived, if our hearts condemne 1s not, the 
have we confidence towards God. If a mans 
conſcience tell a man that his praiers are 
roeten , that his humiliation is rotten, that 
his heart is not uprighr, thar yer he is not 
perged from his finnes, that his ſeeking a 
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God is fained and hypocritical, iris the ye- 
ry voice of God in his ſoule : and if our con- , 
ſciences condemne ws,God(faith the Apoſtle) 
is greater they our conſciences. 

There no is condemnation to them which 
arein Chriſt Jeſus. Rom. 8.1. as if he ſhould 
ay, thoſe thar are in Chriſt, God doth nor 
condemne- them ; they have not that con- 
demnation : nay their owne conſcience doth 
not condemn them:ſo that, that man whom 
any condemnation either from God, or 
from his owne conſcience, condemnes,that 
man is not in Chriſt , being notin Chriſt, 
he can never be heard. 

Indeede, a mans conſcience may be miſ- 
informed by Satan under a temptation ; as 
you may ſee in the verſe before my tex : 
Thou haft heard my woyce : ſtop not thine care 
from my cry. Here the Church being exami- 
ned, their conſciences told them they were 
heard in their praiers + bur being under z 
temptation, their conſciences were atraide 
that God heard nor. So many a poore ſoule: 
examine it, and it cannot deny but thar 
theſe and rheſe rokegs of grace and fruites 
of Gods Spirit are in it, yer their conſcien- 
ces are afraide that the Lord will not give 
them theſe and theſe other graces that they 
want : that the Lord will not heare them ie 
uc 
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A Diſcourſe of the nature 
ſuch and ſuch bleſſings. 

I meane not neither a truce of conſcience: 
for there 'may be a truce of conſcience in 
wicked men. A truce may be berweene 
mortall enemies : bur no peace bur amongſt 
freinds. Wicked mens conſcicnees are like 
the Lion, 1. Kings 13, who when heha1 
killed the Propher, ſtood by the Corps, and 
by che Aſſe, and did not cate the body, nor 
reare the Aſſe.; ſoa wicked mans conſci- 
ence, it is aSthe divells band-dogge or roz- 
ring Lion: till ic hath flaine the (inner, ir 
ſtands ſone-ſtill, and ſeemes neither to 


 meddle or make with him, bur lies as ſea- 


red or dead in him. I meane not this conſci- 


- ence. But when God hath ſprinkled the 


conſcience with the bloud of Chriſt, and 
made the conſcience pure : this is a ſigne 


that God heares his praier. 


I meane nor the ſtammering of conlci- 
ence, when it is dazelled, or overwhelmed; 
but when it ſpeaks down right as it meanes, 
A godly mans conſcience ſometimes may 
judgeotherwiſe then the thing is, Bur, exa- 
mine what thy conſcience tells thee in ſober 
{adnefſe, deliberately; convincingly, : and 
then, know that the Lord tels thee. If thy 
conſcience faies peremptorily that thy 
heatr and waies are rotten, and rand: 

| then 
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. of prevalent prayer. 
then know that the Lord tells thee ſo, and 
that the Lord ſayerh fo rothy ſoule, 

Fifthly the getting of that grace thit amen 
yrayes for, is a figne that God heares his 

iers, Butthis is not atrue ſigne alwaies 

with diſtin&ion, 

When the grace given, and the good will of 
God the giver, cannos be ſevered: they itis a 
erue line. Bur when the gift and the good 
will of the giver may be ſevered, then it is 
aot a true figne, - * 

Thou maieſt pray unto God, and God 
or give thee many temporal bleſſings, 
and wary common graces of his Spirit z 
God may give thee good parts, a me- 
mory : he may give thee a good meaſure of 
knowledge and underſtanding, even in di- 
vers things ; he may give thee ſome kinde 
of humility, chaſtiry, civiliry ; thou maieſt ' 
be of « loving and flexible diſpoſition : ſo 
he may give thee a goodeftate in the world, 
houſes, lands, wife and children &c. God 
= give' thee” all theſe, and yet hare thee, 
and never heare one praicr thou makeſt ; 
thou maiſt* pray for a thouſand bleſſings, 
and have them : and yernever+be heard, fo 
long as the good will of the giver is fevered 
fromrhem ; all owrward blefings and com- 
mon graces may 'be ſevered from =_ 
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good pleaſure roa man. #2 7 
Therefore in temporall bleſſings, or in 
comman graces, it thou wouldſt know whe. 
ther God heare -thee or no : know whe- 
ther God hath given thee a ſanttified uſ: 
of them orno. If God hath given thee 
many. common graces , or temporall 
bleflings, and 4 heart to uſe them to his 
Glory ; then every bleſſing thou haſt (there 
is not 2 droppe of drinke, nor a bit of bread 
that chou haſt, but) it isa figneof Gods e- 
verlaſting love to thee. Why ? becauſe 
this, and the goodwill of the giver canne- 


ver be ſevered. Bur on the contrary, ifa 


man have not a ſanQified uſe of rhat he 
hath, then it is the greateſt ſeverity of God, 
and the moſt eminent plague and cuirſe of 
God upon the foule to give zt , for a mans 
Ss. may be his'bane , his civiliry may be 
is curſe, and meancs of the finall hardneſſe 
and impenitencicof his heart, | 
Sixchly faith if a man have faith given 
him. to beleive, it.is a figne that God heares 
him ; be it to thee(ſaich Chriſt ro:the man 
inthe Goſpell) according to thy faith ;lo goc 
thouto God, and: be it to thee as thou be- 
leeveſt. Doſt thou pray for graces accor- 
ding as thou belceveſt,{o ſhalt thou receive. 
I have no figne that God will - ue ; 
ve 
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[have fo many corruptions of my heart a» 
gainſt me, and ſo many threatnings of Gods 
frownes againſt, me ; I have no figne that 
God will bexre me. 

Wouldft chou have a ſigne £ Anevill and 
an adalterous generation ſecketh a ſigne + this 
is atempiing faith , tp ſeeke for fignes to 
believe. - - 4,faid Chriſt, Joh.20.29, 
becauſe thou haſt ſeen me, thoa haſt believed : 
bleſſed are they that have not ſcene and yet bt» 
lieve. That man that believes becauſe he 
feels griete ini his heart, reares in his eyes, 
groans in his ſpirit, becauſe he prayes long 
and carneſtly, and ſwears in his praier, or 
mourns in his humiliation, I ſuſpe& his hu» 
miliation, his teares, his griefe, his praie 
and all chat he hath. Why ? theſe are go 
fignesof faich : bur rarren grounds of faith: 
the Word and promiſe of God muſt be thy 
ground. Bur againſt rhis the ſoul mayobjeRt, 


3! 


ane. 


That every Promiſe runnes with a Condi- 0bje. 


ties: and therefore if I have not the condi» 
tion, how'can I beleeye the promiſe God 
hath promiſed? Bleſſed are. they that . hunger 
phe ſt after rightconſueſſe, for they ſhall be 
ſl ay T an is rs e:of alling, buy 
tis with a condition ;af ;hungering, Bl» 
ſed are the; meek, for. they ſhall inherit t 

cache | Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for ng 
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A Diſcotrſe of the nature 
ſhall ſee God che. if Thave not the Condi. 
tion annexed tothe Promiſe , how dare 
how can T believe the Promiſe? | 
The Condition is nor the way to gethe 


Anſw, Promiſe ;the Promiſe is the ground of faith, 


" and the way to get the condition ; becauſe 
the promiſe is the Motive cauſe that moves 
the ſoule to get the condition. Now, the 
Mover muſt be before the Moved; then if 

_ beliefe of the Premiſe move thy ſouleto get 
the condition of the promiſe , then belicfe 
of the promiſe muſt be before that the 
ſoule can keepe the condition of 'the pro- 
mile... | yITY 

Saul made a promiſe to David, 1 Sam, 
18, that he ſhould be his ſonne in law in 
one of his two daughters , upon condition 


char he ſhould give him an hundred fore-, 


Skiris of the Philiſtims. Now, David did 
firſt believe the promiſe ; and: thereby he 
was allured to fight valiantly, to keepe the 
condition,to get a humdred fore-skins of the 
Philiſtims. So Pſal;116, 7 believed and 
therefore did I ſpeake.” He beleeved Gods 
promiſe, and then he ſpake with condirion. 
$o. we believe faith the Apoſtle , und there- 
fore doe we ſpeaks.” Firſt, the'ſoule belceves; 
and then every a&ion of « Chriſtian wher- 


i it moves w the keeping of rhe condirion, - 


ſprings 
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ſprings from this root ; nay beloved, x 
man cannot keep any condition in. the M- 
ble withour fairh ; he muſt believe. 

Secondly, faith is the inabling cauſe 10 
keep the condition. Doſt thou thinke to ger 
weeping, mourning, and humiliation for thy 
finnes, and then thereby to ger the promiſe 
tothy ſelfe 2 rhen thou goeſt in thy owne 
ſtrength, and then, in Gods account, thou 
doſt juſt nothing, John 15. 5. Without me 
Je can doe nothing , ſaith. Chriſt ; there- 
fore firft lay hold on me, beleeve in me,abide 
in me, 

What ! doe you firſt think to pray, to 
mourne, tolament and bewaile your finnes, 
to do. this and that in turning your ſelves, 
and' ſanRifying of your ſelves * Indeed 
you may fumble about theſe things : bur 
you can never do = of them in deed and 
ro the purpoſe: : without me ye can doe no- 
thing; 1 had fainted faichthe Prophet, a#n- 
leſſe I had beleeved to ſee the goodneſſe of the 
Lord in the land of the living, Pal. 27. 13. 
Where we may ſce three things. 

Firſt, the fron that he ſhould (ce the 
F00dnefſe of the Loxd : otherwiſe he could 
not have beleeved. | 
Secondly, the Condition : if he doe not 
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Thirdly, the Þnethod the Prophet went by, 
Firſt, he belceved to ſee 'the goodneſſe of 

the Lord. As'it he had ſaid, it he had no& 
firſt laid hold'on the Promiſe, if Thad nor 
beleevedto have ſeen the goodneffe of the 
_ in the Land of the living, T had fain- 
red. 

Beloved, it is true that the keeping of the 
Condition,is before the fruition of the Pra. 
miſe : bur not before beleeving the Promiſe: 
becaule rhe doin? of the Condition'is effetted 
by beleeving the Promiſe. 

This is the cauſe that many fumble aboit 
prace,bur'nevergetit : they areever repent- 
ing, bur never repent : ever Tearing, butt ne- 
ver learne the knowledge of the truth ever. 
laſting - ever ſtriving , but never get 
power over their 'corruprions, &c. becauſe 
they fumble about it i» their own- ſtrength, 
and rake ir not in the right method. 

Let the ſoule come with faith 'in Chriſt, 
and believe it ſhall ſpeed and have grace, 
and power from Chriſt his grace,and from 
Chriſts power: and then it ſhall ſpeed; 
Chriſt hath promiſed (Fohz 16.) that what. 
ſoever we aske the Father in his name, he 
will giveitus. Chriſt (beloved) is an ex- 
cellent Surety. Indeed, our'credit is crackt 
in Heaven : we may thinke co goe and mw 
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this and thar grace in our owne names, and 
mifſe of it : as the ſervayt may goe to the 
Merchant for wares in his owne name , bur 
the Merchant will nor deliver them to him 
in his own-name, unlefle he come in his Ma- 
fters name and bring a ticker from him : and 
then when the ſervant ſhewerh his Maſters 
ticker, rhe Merchanc will deliver him whar 
wares he asketh for in his Maſters name. 
So when & ſoule goeth ro the Throne of 
grace witha' ticket from Chriſt; it he can 
ſay Lord, itis forthe honour of Chriſt : ,I 
come for grace and holinefſe , and ſtrength 
inſt my corruptions : Lord, here is a tic- 
- - Chriſt : moſt certainly , he fhall 
Bur, men muft rake heed that they foyſt 
not the name of Chrift : tharthey foyſt not 
aticketro ſay that Chriſt ſent rhem, when 
itis their -own ſelfe-love , and their owne 
luſt chat ſends them , ir is not enough to 
pray and at the end to ſay throwgh Chrift our 
Lord, Amen; No: forthis may bea -meere 
foyſting of the Name of Chrift, Bur,canſt 
thou pray ad ſhew that Chrift ſent thee, 
end'tay as the ſervant, I come from my 
Maſter, and -he ſent me © Lord, it is for 
Chriſt that come: ir is not t0 ſatishe my 
owne luſt, nor to caſe _ deliver me _ 
2 the 
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the galls of my conſcience, nor. tg 
free me from hell ; bur for Chriſt ; Lord, 
1 begge grace and holineſſe, that I may have 
power to glorifie Chriſt, It is for the ho. 
nour of my Lord Chriſt that I come, 
When the ſoul comes thus in Chriſts name, 
belceving it ſhall ſpeed, then his prayer ſhall 
prevaile. Whatſoever ({airh Chriſt) ye ſhal 
aske the Father in my Name, he will give it 


908, 


We come now tothe third and laſt par 
of our Text : to wir, the ſupplies they had 
z2ainſt danger and diſcouragements, The 
Lord upheld their kearts from being diſ- 

. mayed 1n prayer 5 thou ſaidſt feare not, 

There be two things that do much hurt 
in prayer. 

Firſt, 2ronndleſſe incouragements, 

Secondly, needleſſe diſccurazements, 

Firſt, I ſay, grerndleſſe incouragements ; 
and theſe the wicked are moſt ſubje& ro e- 
ipecially, who becauſe they pray, heare the 
Word, and performe many duties of religi- 

on ; therefore they incourage themſelves in 


- the goodnefſe of their eſtates , judgeing 


themſelves happy, though notwithſtanding 
rhey go on and continue in the hardnefle 
of- their hearts and - rebellions againſt 
God. 

we 
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of prervalent power. 

We have abundance of ſay/ngs amongſt 
us,that if they were examined would prove 
falſe and unſound ; As, that the vipers dic 
when they bring forth their young ; for (ſay 
they) the young eare our the old ones bow- 
els; that beares ſhape all their young by 
licking of them ; that the Swanne fingerh 
ſweereſt ar her death; that the Adamanr 
ſtone is ſoftned by Goats blood, 8&:c. Theſe 


things are not ſo, as may be ſhewn our of 


ancient Writers. | " 
So, beloved, there are abundance of /ay- 
ings, that goe up and down amongſt men 
concerning Divinity , which if they were 
examined, will prove to be ratten ſayings, 
as, he that made them, will fave them. Ir 
is not ſo, ſaith the Propher, Eſai. 27.1 1.. He 
that made them, will not have mercy on them, 
and he that formed them, will not pitty them. 


Ir is commonly beleeved, if men come to 


Church, heare the Word, and call upon 


God, that then preſently they are good 


Chriſtians. Beloved , ir is not ſo, Matth. 
7-21. Not every qe that ſaith Lord, Lord, 
ſhall enter into the Kingdome of Heaven. 

Men are ready whefi they can but call 
Lord have mercy on me ; O ſweet, Saviour, 
pitty me , moſt mercifull Lord Feſus , have 
compaſsion on me : if they can pray in their 
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families 
now, al{is well with them, and Chriſt can- 
not but ſave theri, and give thern the King. 
dome of Heaven : bur our Saviour puts 4 
not _ it, and faith, nt every one that ſaith 


A Difeourſe of the nature 
and pray at Church,&c. tothiak, 


Lord, Lord : it isnota Lord; a Lotding of 
Chriſt with the rongne onely : it is not 4 
taking up of an outward profeſſion of 
Chriſt only, that is ſufficicht for « man that 
ſhall inherit che Kingdoine 6f Heaven : no 
faith Chriſt : bur he that doth the will of 
my Father Which is in Heaven, Bur,ot this 
by the by, 

Secondly, there are needleſſe diſcourage- 
ments whith does much hitt in prayet. 
Needlefſe diſcotiragemetits doe much hurt 
ro many a poote ſoule, that hath fotcible 
wonldings, and wracked defires after grace 
and holineſſe, and yet is held by diſcou- 
ragements : yea, maiiy a Chriſtian hean 
lieth a long time under it wraſtling and ſtri- 
ving under its wants, and yet , kept out 
trom grace, and from growing in grace, 
becauſe of difcouragements : yea the beſt 
and ſtrongeſt of Gods Saints, have been 


| kepr off, and have hung mich on dilcou- 


Feart not, faith God to Hbriham, Genel, 


x5 I. So, feare not Foſb»a, fairh God to 


; Foſtna, 
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Toa Joth. r-9. Intimating that both A- 
rahan ad Foſhas were afraid of diſcou- 
ragements : they were afraid that many 
evils would befall chem , the they ſhould 
meet wich ngany rubs and difficulties that 
would be too hard for them : therefore the 
Lord calls to. them , feare not, be nor dif- 
mayed nor diſcouraged. Thou {aidſt feare 
noe. Hence obſerve, | 
That God would not have any Chriftian Dg. ? 
ſoule to be diſcouraged in praier. Thos 
ſudft, feare net. 

For our clearer procceding herein, firſt, 
ler me ſhew you what diſcouragement is : 
and ſecondly, how it comes to be dange- 
rous and hurtfull in praicr. 

Whar is diſcouragement ? neſt. 

It is a baſe diſmrayment of ſpirit below or Anſw. 
beneath the ſtrength that is in a man, vnder 
the apprehenfion of ſome evill, as if it were 
too hard. for him to grapple with it. 

There be foure things 1n this difinition. 

Firſt, I lay it is a Eaſe diſmeyment of ſpi- x 
Tit ; and ſol call ir10 diſtinguiſh it : for there 
is an humble diſmayment which a Chriſti- 
an is commanded. A man 1s bound .to be + 
dilmgyed for his finnes. 1ſay. 32. 11. Trem- 
bleye careleſſe women that are at eaſe, be trow- 
bled ye carelgfſe ones: theſe careleſſe ones 
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A Diſcourſe of the nature 
went on in their finnes, and” feared nor, 
God calls rothem and bids them to be diC. 
mayed. Bur the diſmayment and the dif. 
couragement I ſpeake of, ir is. a baſe dif. 
mayment of ſpirit ; which is either when 
he is diſmayed that ought wot : or he is dil. 
mayed at that whereat he- ought not to feare: 
where no cauſe of feare is. 

As Fitello his man thought his Maſter 
had got skill in Oprickes : he riding along 
upon the high way, ſpying a mans fhape, 
_ thought it was ſome Spirit: and thereupon 

he ſickened and died. So many a poor {oul 
looking in the pzrfe@t Law of God, and 
{ceing his owne uglineſſe and filthyneſſe, 
he is diſcouraged, and thinkes himſelfe un- 
done ; his heart waxeth cold within him, 
and he begins to feare that he is but a dead 
and damned man. 


Secondly, it is downe beneath the ftrength | 


that is in a man : that man is properly {aid 
ro be diſcouraged : not that he hath no 
ſtrength at all in him, norno courage at all 
(for {ſuch a one is an infeebled man, not a 
man diſconraged) but a diſcouraged man is 
* 9 man put beſides ' the courage that is in 
him ; when a man hath ſtrength enc ugh to 
grapple with the evill before him, but 
through diſmayment of ſpirit he cannot put 
it forth. Have 


of prevalent prayer. 
' Have not I commanded thee ? faith God 
to Foſhus ; Be ſtrong and of a good courage,be 
not afraid,neither be thou diſmaicd, Foſh.g. 
God had given Foſhua' ſtrength enough, 
whereby he was inabled ta obſerve and do 
according to all that Law which Moſes the 
ſervant of the Lord commanded him , God 
had now doubled his Spiric upon him : yer 
he commands him, be not afraid, neither dif. 
majed: as if he had ſaid , Foſbua, if thou 
beeſt diſmayed and diſcouraged, though 
thou haſt ſtrength and power to go through 
the buſinefſe that I have called thee unto, 
yet thou wilt not be able to uſe ir, nor co 
put it forth if thou beeſt diſcouraged. 
Thirdly, it « at the apprebenſ;on of ſome 
evill, I {ay not at the fight of ſome evill; 


fora man may be diſmayedat the apparici- 


on of good, as Mary when ſhe ſaw nothing 
but a good Angell, Luke 1.29. ſhe ſaw no- 
thing but-a glorious Angel : nevertheleſſe 
ſhe was afraid , and diſcouraged. Why ? 
becauſe ſhe had a ſecret apprehenſion of 
ſome evill, either of ſome evill precceded 
in the ſalutation, or ſome unworthineſſe in 
her ſelfe to receive ſuch a gracious ſalutati- 
on : it cannot be the apprehenfion of any 
good that diſcoutageth a man, bur the appre- 


henhon of ſome cvill. 
D 5 Fourth- 
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Fourthly, zot of every evill neither ; forit 
the evill be buc ſmall, courage will ſtand 
out ; bur it « of ſach ax evill as he feares he 
wot able tograpple mithall. It the evill he. 
fore him, be infcriourto him , he ſcornes i 
as the barking of a toothlefſe Dog. If it be 
but an evill equall to his ftrength , then he 
makes 2 tuſh at it , becauſe. he know:s or 
thinkes himſelfe able ro encounter with ir, 
But if it be an evill above his ſtrength, 
then his ſpirit melcs and droops before him, 
See this in Saul, x Sam.17.11, and his peo- 
le. Whenthey ſaw che Champion of the 
hiliftims comming againſt them , when 
they ſaw him fo hugely and mervelouſly 
armed, and heard him ſp2ake ſuch bigge 
words, they thoughe they were not able tg 
ſtand and ro encounter with him ; and ther- 
fore ſaith the Text, when Saul and all 1/4 
«| heard theſe words of the Philiſtim , they 
were diſmayed and greatly afraid. i 
Thus you ſee what diſcouragement is; 
ſuch diſcouragemenrs the Lord would not 
have our hearts to be in when we pray un 
to him» 

For firſt, God cannot give eare to that may 
thet is om of heart in his prayers. Thou canſ 
never pray if thou beeſt diſmaicd in prayer. 
When the ſoul begins 49 feare and xcaſon, 
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rif Bio, 1 a2 ſo unmorrky that God will not looke at 
di Wnrs # 49 fo ſinfwll, ſo blackiſh, ſo dead, and 
*s' But to all good , that God will never vegard 
** Woes thou canſt never pray, Rom. 10.14. 


Jew ſhell they call on him in whom they have 
a» bileeved ? If thou doſt not believe thar 
God will heare thee , if thou doſt not be- 
leeve that thou ſhalt prevaile , that God 
will deliver thee our of theſe corruptions 
and thar luſt that thou praieſt againſt ;. thar 
God will give thee this grace or thar grace : 
if thou doſt not beleeve that God will 
owne thee : if thou haſt theſe doubtfull 
diſcouragements , * 0, he will not gr ant me, 1 

{ never get this or that : how canſt thou 
call on him ? thou mayeſt call fo and ſo: 
but never canſt thou call roany purpoſe, it 
thou doſt nor belceve in him. 

A begger though he be never ſo well a- 
ble to begge, yer if when he comes to the 
Houſe-keepers dore, he be perf{waded that 
he ſhall nor ſpeed, that let him beg as long 
as he will, he ſhall get nothing: this blunts 
his begging, and makes him give over his 
ſuite without any great importunity : So, it 
is impoſſible that ever a ſoule ſhould hold 
out and pray that is diſcouraged in 


prayer. 
Secondly, thou cant not pray wnleſſe = 
. "ſe 
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; all thy ſtrength in prayer ; Tf thou he 

iſcouraged , thou canſt not uſe thy 
ſtrength. 

A diſcouraged man, his ſtrengrh melts in. 
to feare ; and whatſoever ſtrength he hath, 
he cannot put ir forth. How came Fay 
ro prevaile and to have power with God ? 
Why, he uſed all his ſtrength with God, 
and ſo prevailed, Hoſea 12. 3- Thou canſ 
never prevaile with God by thy prayer, 
unleſſe thou purceſt forth all thy ftrength in 
prater. 

If Facob had reaſoned 1 am but duſt and 
aſhes, how can 1 ſtrive with God * 1 am (iv 
full and evill, how can I contend with my Ms. 
ker : and {o have beene diſcouraged in his 
wraſtling , he could nor have uſed all his 
ftrength with God, and ſo had never pre- 
vailed with God. 'No, Facob he gathers 
all the arguments that he could make, he 
eathers together all the promiſes he could 
finde in Gods Book, or that he could hearc 
off, he diſplaies all the wants that he could 
ſhew, he petitions all the graces that he 
could name; he uſed all his ſtrength, and by 
his ſtrength he had power with God. 

It thy confeſhon of thy ſins be ſtrength- 
leſſe; if thy petitions, and thankeſgiving 


for grace, be ſtrengthleſſe; if thou uſe nor 


_ all 
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all thy ft x in om ny thou canſt never 


prevaile , nor have any power with God. 


For how can that man prevaile and have 
er with God that hath no power with 
imſelfe 2 
| Thirdly, tho canſt never pray, and have 4 
fearefull apprehenſion of evill in projer ; thou 
canſt not, Itis good to have a deepe ap- 
prehenfion of thy finnes: apprehend them 
to be as many hells as thou canſt, thou 
canſt neyer apprehend them deeply enough: 
butif thou haſt a fearefull apprehenſion of 
them, thou canſt never pray. 

When the Apoſtle would exhort the Pb- 
lipians to continue in one Spirit, and in one 
minde, fighting rogerher through the faith 
of the Goſpel], he exhorts them that.in no- 
thing they ore Phil. 1.27,28. Forif a man 
be terrified with his adverſary, with the 
power of his adverſary, and feares he ſhall 
never be able to withſtand him but muſt 
fall before him through his ſubtilty, that he 
can never be wary enough for him : Alas, 
he can-never ſtrive with hope and conrage 


againſt him. So, beloved,-if we have a - 


fearefull and diſcouraged kinde of appre- 
henfion of evill, we can never pray ſo as to 
prevaile. 

Apprehend thy finnes to be as helliſh, 


and 
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and as damnable as chou canſt : Feele eve 
-the fire-of hell 4n every one of them : by 
take heed of s fearefs/! apprehenſion «f 
them , ſo to qu=__ che evill of them, 
as tothinke with thy ſelfe that becauſerhay 
att pnilry of theſe and theſe finnes,tharthoy 
ſhah never get tn with God again,God will 
never 'bereconciled'ro thee ::#heſe will ext 
vur thine heart'im prayer. 

Fourthly,we raw never pray if we have ay 
feeret diſpaire that there /is any difficulty 
too/hard for us tograpple wirhall, or roget 
through in our-prayers. Howlſoeyer.a man 

reyes, yet it he /have any ſpice of thel 
res'in him, to thinke now 1 have taken 
great eale of pames, but am never the better, 
1h .cve prayed and prayed but have got no.god: 
1 way goe on and doe thus and thus, but ſhd 
mever 'prevaile or ſpeed , all my labonrs, dll 
my prayers and indeavours will 'be loft ; this 
rakes away the very ſpirit and life of a mans 


prayers. 
Fuds tfter he had betrayed the Lord Je- 
ſus, he was diſcouraged from ever praying 
Yor mercy. Why becauſe he-rhought i 
was'impoſsible tor him-to get it 5; lavebr- 
'#rayed innocent blood, faith-he. Marth 27. 45 
if he ſhould ſay,I ſhall never out-wraſtle thi 
une ; this finne ic my death : 1 , Co: 
the 
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the Hlond of the Sowne of God on me, 1 ſhall 
never claijv off this finne : now Fudes thus 
deſpayring,we never read one letrer of any 
prayerthar he made ro God to ger our of it; 
fo, he rhonghr it roo hard for him to ger 
mercy. Deſpaire drives a man from-chathe 
did hope for ; becaufe now he thinkes there 

impoſſibility in getting of it, 


loved, miſtake me not; there is a dou- 


ble deſperation. 

Firſt, there is a deſperation of 1»fideliry ;, 
-— and drawes the ſoule from 

SerondlyMhere is a deſperation of extre- 
#ity; 'And,'if ever you meane ro come to 
'God, und ro'get any grace from God, you 
mf come with deſperation of extremity. 
nn plits life into a mans prayers 
and indeavours. 

As, a Souldier when he ſeeth nothing 
bixto k:11or be killed , that he fees his ſtare 
deſperate ; why, this will compell a 'very 
coward to fight z this will make a coward 
fight ( #5 'if he 'wonldkilFthe Dewvill,faich the 
Proverb) ir will 'wake him fight-like a ſpi- 
rit z he will be afraid of nothing. Takea 
Souldier that fights deſperately for bis life, 
with a #j11 or be killed ; he feares nothing , 
neither Pike, nor 'Sword,/nor Gun ; *_ e 
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he fights ſor his life, . Therefore one notes 
that ſometimes it 1s the neareft way to y;. 
Rory to be deſperate in attempts and in 
fight. Therefore when William the Conque. 
ror came firſt into England,, at Haſting, he 
ſent back his Ships againe, thar ſo the Soul- 
diers might have no hope of ſaving them. 
ſelves by flying back. And ſo at Battle, x 
one encounter, a little Army of the Engliſh 

Army of the French. Why? 
they grew deſperate, 

So, could men pray deſperately, could 
they pray with a pray or be damned: beg with 
2 begge or be damned ; (ecke to God for 
grace that you want with a ſpeed or be dam- 
ed; then would their prayers be more ear- 
neſt and powerfull ro ger grace. O, did 
men pray thus, they would pray otherwil: 
then they doe. | 

Men pray, bur they pray deadly, coldly, 
and lazily,as if they had no need of prayer, 
orasif they had no need of rhe grace they 
pray for, they pray for grace, bur ger it 
not ; they pray for zeale, but have it not; 
for repentance and holineſſe , but obraine it 
not. 
| Beloved, cither ger zeale and holineſſe, 
or elſe there is no mercy : either get grace 
and repentance, or elſe there is no ny 

| or 
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for thee. Pray then when ch prayeſt for 
ce, with « ſpeede or be d1mned., ſay unto 
thy ſoule, either we muſt ſperde aud get grace 
Soule, or elſe we muſt goe to hell. es 
would pray thus, with 4 ſpeede or be damned, 
we ſhould never ſee, nor God ſhould never 
keare ſo many cold and dead praiers as now 
We pray. 


Deſpaire makes a man a Munke faith the 


Papiſt : bur this deſpayre makes a man a 
good. Chriſtian I ſay : never doth a man 
pray yin) till . el himlelfe in _ 
opeles and deſperate in regard 0 

hin: P that he In is Sauk, at all 
but get Chriſt : get grace or be damned for e- 
ver, Get power and ſtrength over theſe corrapo 
tions : otherwiſe they will deſtroy and damne 
thee, this would make 2 man pray for life * 
Men pray coldly and faintly: why? becauſe 
though rhey ſee. they have no grace, no 
zeale, no holines, no repentance, no cvi= 
dence, of Chriſt : yer they hope to be ſaved 
notwithſtanding. O beloved, the divell 
hath blinded theſe men to the intent they 
may be damned. TREO 

Bur, if mien would pray defperare praiers 
with a pray or be 7 and ceke with a finde oy 
b: d4wned: men would rhen pray other 
praicrs then they doe. _ praters did D4- 
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vid pray Pſal. 130, 1. Ont of the deepe plary 
havel called wnto thee © Lord, Lord hears 
my prayer : aSif he ſhould ſay, Lord, I am 
even in the depth of miſeric, plunged over 
head and eares, ſo that now I finke and pe. 
riſh if thou helpe not : Lord, hear my prai- 
er. This deſperation a Chriſtian muſt have, 
this quickens up his Spirits, and puts life in. 
to him : but, take heede of the deſperation of 
Infidelity : Saint Auſten faith it is the mur- 
therer of the ſoule : the ſpice of it will cate 
out the heart of a man, and kill the ſtrength 
of all his endeavours, 

T ſhould now cometo apply this dodrine; 
bur I feare me there be many amongſt vs, 
that never come {ſo farre rowards heaven, 
asto know what theſe diſcouragements 
meane. This is lamentable. 

It is true, d:ſconragements are hideous ca- 
ſes in praier, and a man may periſh and goe 
to hell rhar hath them: bur yer, they are 
ſome-what profitable ſignes that a man doth 
at the leaſt looke a little rowards God, or 
elic he'could nor know what they are. But 
thereare abundance that never have attain- 
ed (o farre in religion, as to underſtand what 
they meane : bur goe on in drinking, who- 
ring, carding and dicing, hating and mali- 
cing,fretting and chafing,mocking & cove- 
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ting,ſwearing and blaſpbeming,in ſecurity, 
in hardnes of heart and impenitencie: they 
are more carefull for their doggs, fortheir 

, and for their tables, and for their 
ſhops, then they are of their ſoules : And 
which is enough to aſtoniſh any that is god- 
ly, theſe men ſcarce finde'any diſcourage- 
ments in praier : O, they have a good cou- 
rage to pray atall times : O, ſay they, God 
forbid that any man ſhould be difcouraged 
in praier: I thanke God I have a good hope 
in,.God ; God hath given me a good heart 
of grace to call upon him, and I make no 
queſtion but rhar God heares me :. God 
would never bid us to pray- if he did nor 
meane to heare us, 

Beloved,theſe men thar are ſo bold in the 
goodnes of their hearts to call upon God, 
they never as yet praied in all their lives : 
all the praiers of the wicked are indeede no 
praiers, 

Daniel confefling the finnes of wicked 
Judah, faith, thoagh all this evill be come up- 
0n 14, yet made we not our prayer to twrne frons 
our wicked wayes. Dan.'g. 13. all the time of 
thoſe ſeventy yeares, Darie! ſaith they ne- 
ver taade praicr to God, yerthey faſted e- 
very yeare, and praied every ' day, twiſe e- 
yery day at the leaſt, which would amount 
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in that time to 50000 and 100 prayers; 
how then could Daniel {ay they never made 
ore praier? I anſwer, (and pray markeit) 
becauſerhey never did quite Turne from their 
evill waies. Though thou makeſt neyer {g 
many praiers, though thou boaſteſt of the 
goodneſſe of thy condition, and ſnatcheſt u 
the Promiſes of God : yer if thou turneſt no 


from thine in'quities , thou never as yer 


mad'ſt any praicr by the Judgement of God 
himſelfe. Pax/ made many thouſand praiers 
before his converſion, he could not hav 
beene a Phariſe elſe, but they were never 
accounted praiersto him : therefore as ſoog 
aSever he was converted, behold fairh God 
he prayeth Ads 9. 

A wicked man, 2 carnall Chriſtian, 
rough he have the righteouſneſſe of Saint 
Pau! before his converſion, of living blam- 
leſſe, unreproveable in reſpe& of the out- 
ward rightcouinefle ofthe Law : yet hecan 
never make au "acceptable prayer till he be 
truely converted his praiers ate no better 
then howl! ng of cogs, or lowing of Oxen, 
yea the Lord abhorrs them. O what poore 
incouragements canſt thou have, ſecing the 
Lord never rallies downe any of thy. pray- 
ers? wicked men are like Y/yſſes, who wept 


| -more for the death of his dogge, then 8 
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of prerovalent power. 
his wife z ſo wicked men weepe and mourne 
for the loſſe of their corne and: their cattle, 
hawkes and houndes, cardes and dice : bur 
never forthe lofſe of their praiers. So long 
25 thou .continueſt in thy prophaneſle and 
impenirency, thou loſeſt all thy praiers : 
there is not one of them that God rallies 
downe, or reckons for a praier, Here we 
might have a great deale of matter, if rime 
would ſuffer me. Bur it will nor, oncly ler 
me tell you, I ſpeake onely ro choſe whote 
hearts God hath awakened out of their 
finnes, bur who are oft diſcouraged : take 
heede of theſe ciſcouragements. 

For, firſt, they will drive thee to melan- 
holy. Beloved, there are a great many me- 
lancholy mz2n in che world, and this is the 
cauſe of it ; men are contented to be conver- 
ted by halves : becauſe they are diſcoura- 
ged in the worke. If thon ſuffer thy ſelfe to 
be diſcouraged, it will cate up thy fpirit and 
thou wilt be like a folly dove withowt a heart, 
Prov. 7.11. A doveisa melancholy crea- 
ture, that hath no heartro any thing , ſo E- 
phraim hath no heart ro call upon God, no 
hearr to returne unto God : and this is 
the cauſe that men and women goe whine- 
ing and mourning under the burden of ſin, 
and are not able.co come our, beczuſe .of 
E :3 dil- 
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diſcouragements : all the policie of hellis 
lefſe then this policy of the divell, in dri- 
ving men to deſpair or diſcouragements:this 
doth more hurr then al the reſt of hel beſides 

Secondly, if you doe not take heede of 
them, they will bring you: to ſpeake againſt 
God, 7 have prayed, but the Lord will nn 
heare me : 1 have called, and the Lord will us 
anſwer , but hath turned away his eares from 
mz. Now, thou {peakeſt 2gainſt God. Nun, 
21. 4, 5- The ſonle of the people was much 
diſcouraged, and the people ſpake againſt 
God, and againſt Mofes, ſaying, Where 
fore have you brought us our of Feypr, to 
die inthe wilderneſle ? for: here is neirher 
bread, nor water, and our {oule Joatherh 
this light bread. So, beloved, if we ſafer 
owr ſoules to be d:ſcourazed, we ſhall ſoone cont 
to murmare againſt god: wherefore hath he 
brought me up to this ſtrines, and pre- 
ciſenefſe ? when T was a drunkard, a world- 
ling, when TI followed the luſt of my fleſh 
and liberty, then. I enjoyed onnions, gar- 
licke, and the fleſh-pors of Egypt : pleaſures 
and delights for my ſoule : then I hada 
good hope in God, and a good perſwaſion 
that my ſoul ſhould goe to heaven: and 
then Preachers told me that if I would give 
over ſuch and ſich finnes, and looke after 
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Heaven a little more, and doe ſuch and 
ſuch things , © then I ſhould come to. a 
Land flowing with milke and honey , then 
I ſhould not mifle of glory and falvation ; 
But alas, I ſce nothing but Gyants and A- 
nakims; I am ina wilderneſſe ; now, ow 
I ce a man may have a great deal of repen- 
tance, and yet be a caſt-away ; A man may 
haye a great deal of faith & yer be bur a re- 

robate; A man may give over a great many 
__ yer periſh in hell; now I ſee a man 
may live civilly and well, and have & do a 
great many good things,and yet be damned 
when he hath done all : A man may even 
goe to Heaven Gares, and yer the gates be 
ſhur againſt him,and he turned into hell. A- 
las! my poore ſoule is in a wildernefle , 
zow I know not which way togoe; I am 
ready to loſe my fſelte , I ſee nothing here 


nw but huge Gyants, the ſonnes of Azack, 


ſfrrong corruptions , inclining and forcing 
meto evill : moſt fearcfull and violent ſug- 
q0ns and temptations of the Devill, rea- 

y to thruſt me into the gulfe of wicked- 
neſſe and deſpaire, 

And now, the ſoule begins to thinke that 
it is good for it to returne again into Egypr, 
tofall to its old courſes againe: for certain» 
ly God lookes for no ſuch mater , he re- 
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uires no ſuch ftrifneſſe and preciſeneſſ. 
dſoir falls 2 whining ad repinings 
che Word and Miniſtefs of God that have 
call'd men to it, and laid it upon them : and 
hach no heart now to dv thus and thus any 
longer. And #hws.it falls into diſcourage, 
ments becauſe of the way,, and into a thou- 
ſand quandaries whether ir may not go! 
back againe or no, And all theſe murmu. 
rings and repinings, are becauſe men ſuffer 
themſelves to be diſcouraged. 
Thirdly, diſcouwragements will canſe the 
18 thinke that God hates thee, Wien the 
ſoule like Bza/s Prieſts , hath been crying 
from morning to noone ; ten, trwenty,thiry 
yeeres, it may be, and yet hath no anſwer: 
ow, it will begin rothinke if God did love 
me , then he would grant me my petitions. 
Then hereypon comes into a mans ſecret 
thoughes and feares that God hardly loves hy 
ſoule, So was it with 1ſrael; when they 
. wrre diſcouraged , they ſaid, becauſe the 
Lord hated ws, therefore he brought us ont of 
the Land of Egypt, Deur.1,27, Becauſe that 
they were diſcouraged, and becauſe that 
rheit Brethren char went for ſpies, had dil- 
heartned them) therefore they were apt to 
tay rhe Lord hated them, 
\ Beloved, it is & miſerable thing _ 
c 
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the ſoule calls che love of God into queſti- 
68, Confider that as thou canſt not have 
« ftiend if chou beeſt ſuſpitious and jea- 
lous of his love to thee : So, thou canſt ne- 
ver have the love of God ſertled on thy * 
heart ſo long as thou art jealous of his 
loveto thee. 

Fourtbly, 7f thou root them not ont, it is 
14 be feared that they will bring thee to de- 
ſpare. Melancholy thoughts and feares, 
and diſcouragements , drive the ſoule rode- 
ſpaire. For when the ſoule ſees ir ſelfe ftill 
diſappointed of irs hopes, at the laſt ir 
grows hopeleſſe:It it have waited one day 
and the next day tootif it have praied this 
weeke, this month, this yeare, and yer ſtill 
it ſeeth ir ſelfe held off and diſappointed : 
iewill ar laſt grow hopeleſſe. Take heed 
therefore , I beſecech you, of all needleſſe 
diſcouragements ; to fear be-auſe thar thou 
findeſt not that,chat thou wiſhedſt or pray- 
edſt for, ro Jaydr to morrow, inthine own 
time, that therefore thou ſhalt zever get ir, 
that now thou fhouldeft for ever deſpaire 
of the grace and love of God, and thinke 
that now God will never heare thee, thar 
thou ſhale never ger grace and power over 
thy corruprtions. 

Men thinke that the preaching of the 
E 5s Word 
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A Diſcourſe of the nature 
Word of God brings men to deſpaire, the 
preaching of ſuch ſtrict points,and the urg. 
ing ſuch preciſe doarines makes men de. 
paire : men are loth to be ar the painest 
root our their diſcouragements : Ir is rather 
a cold or dead preaching of the Word thu 
isthe cauſe of this: for when the ſoule is 
inftraed by holineſſe, humbled by holineſſe, 
converted by holineſſe, at the laſt when it 
comes to be thorowly awakened, when it 
ſees that ths and thw. is required in a true 
converſion.of the ſoulero God, that hereis 
erue repentance muſt declare and demon- 
ſtrare ir ſelfe by theſe and theſe fruits, or 
elſe it is bur falſe and rotten > Why noy, 
the ſoul muſt needs be brought to deſpaire, 
becauſc'irt ſeeth that though it have been 
thus and thus humbled, rhough it have 
praicd, faſted and mourned in this and this 
manner: *yet ir ſces it hath not a ſorndveſ: 
of grace. 


© There is ſuch a grace inf, ſuch a worke 


and ſuch a fruit of Gods Spirit in it, that 
yer he could never finde in himſfelfe : this 
makes the ſoule to deſpaire. Indeed Preach- 
ers may be too blame if they ſpeake and 
preach oxely the terrours and condemnati- 
ons of the Law without the promiſes of the 


Goſpel: for theſe ſhould be ſo. tempered 
that 


of prevalent prayer. 
that every poore broken ſoule may ſee mer- 
cy and redemption for him upon his ſound 
and unfeined ones and humiliation. 
But if men doe deſpaire, they may thanke 
themſelves for it, their owne ſinnes for it, 
their owne diſcouragements for it, becauſe 
ſuffer theſe to continue in them. 

Cain his heart grew ſad, his countenance 
fell, he- was wroth and'diſquizted in his 
minde, and heavily diſcouraged; why ? 
Gen.4. Sin lay at the dore,(what dore?) the 
dore of his conſcience rapping and beating 

his hearr, 

Beloved, when the ſoule lets finne lie ar 
the dore : drunkenefle , pride and worldli- 
neſſe, ſecurity, hardnes and deadnes of heart 
lie at the dore : when a man lets his ne gli- 
gent and fruitleſſe _—_— of the word lie 
at the dore, when a man Jers his vaine and 
dead praying, his temporizing and faſhio- 
nary ſerving of God lic at the dore of con- 
ſcience, to tell him that all his hearing of 
the word of God profits him. nothing, that 
his praiers are dead and vaine, that his 
mourning, _p- and all his humiliation 
is counterte't and rotten, and that he hath 
no ſoundneſfe of grace in him, but that for 
all chis he may fall into hell : when ſine ly- 


eth thus at the dore, thus rapping atthe con- 
ſcience 
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ſcience, iris no wonder if the ſoule fall into 
deſperation. 

Caiw let his finne lie at the dore, there ir 


lay rapping and beating, and cold him that 


his careleſeneſſe and negligent ſacrificing 
ro God was not accepted: and therefore no 
marvell if Cai» be ſo caſt down in his coun- 
tenance, and that he fall rodeſpaire, 

O beloved, when finne lieth bouncing 


- and beating at the dore of thy heart, when 


thy ſinne (wharſoever iris, fearch thy hean 
and finde ir out) lies knocking and rapping 
at the dore of thy conſcience day by day, and 
month by month , and thou arr content to 
tet ir lie, andart unwilling to uſe meanesto 
remove it, and art loth to rake the paines to 
vet the bloud of Chriſt ro waſh thy foule 
from ir, or the Spirit of Chriſt ro cleanſe 
thee from it ; then thy ſoule will deſparre, 
either in this world, or in the world to 
come. Burt let us take heede then, that our 
conſcience condemne us not in any thing or 
courſe that we allow in our ſelves : for if 
that doe, then much more will God whois 


greater then our conſcieaces, and knowes | 


al! things. | 
The Avoſtte hath an excellent Phraſe: 
Rom. $. 1. There is no condemnation to them 
that are is Chriſt Feſws &c, Avif he _— 
ay 


_—_ tw a os oam' cc cd At Qua 7. 


” ww nan, wy os os USD 


of prevalent prayer. 

ſay, there 1s not exe condemnation ; there is 
none in Heaven, God doth not condemane 
them z there is none in earth , rheir owne 
heart and conſcience doth not condemne 
them ; he thar is in Chriſt Jeſus,rhat walks 
not after the flefh, bue after the Spirir, there 
is none, no 08 ove condemnation to him 
none, neither in Heaven nor in carth : no 
word , no commandement, no threatning 
condemnes him. Bur if thy conſcience 
condemne thee,and tell thee thou letreſt fin 
lie ar the dore, rapping at thy conſcience 
day after day , and month after month, 
Alling thee that yer thou art without Chrift, 
that yer thou never hadſt any true faith in 
the Lord Jeſus, that yet thou haſt not rr»cly 
repented, and turned from thy ſinnes : this 
will at laſt drive thy ſoule into heavie diſ- 
cquragements, if not into finall deſpaire. 
..,O beloved, religion and piety, and the 
power of 2odlineſſe, goe downe the winde 
every where, Whar is the reaſon of ir, but 
becauſe of theſe diſcouragements that men 
liveand goin ? Men pray and pray, and 
their [peſyers profit them not : men run up 
and downe and come to the -Church and 
heare the Word, and receive the Sacra- 
ments, and uſe the'meanes of grace, but ro 
no end : zhey are unprofitable torhem - they 
| 'remaine 
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T, remaine in their finnes ſtill: the ordinances 
of God bring them not our of their luſt 
and corruptions : hereby they diſgrace and 
diſcredit the ordinances of God in the eyes 
and account of the men of the world, ma- 
king them thinke as if there were no more 
power Aor force in the Ordinances of God 
then theſe men maniteſt. 

There is no life in many Chriſtians, mens 
ſpirics are diſcouraged theſe ſecret diſcou- 
ragements in their hearts take away their 
ſpirirs in the uſe of rhe meanes, that though 
they uſe the meanes, yet it drives them to W; 
deſpaire of reaping good or profit by Whe 


them, | elc 
1 Beloved, I could here tell you enough to Ws. 
make your hearts ake to heare it. m 


Firſt, a# your complaints they are hut winde, lm 
Job 6. 26. doe you imagine to reprove ſWra 
words, and the ſpeeches of one that 1s-de- I w 
ſperarte which are as winde ? Fobs friends Wl fi 
taking Fob ro be a man of deſpaire, they I d: 

accounted all his words bur as winde. 0 

Doeſt thou neſtle any diſcouragementin 
chy heart? chou maiſt complaine of finne If c 
as much as thou canſt: yer all thy com- | 0 
plainings are but as winde ; thou maiſt cry JN u 
out 2gainſt thy corruptions, wich weeping I 
and tcares,and pray and fight againſt ooo Pp 

| an 
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ces ſnd yer all thy weeping , mourning and 
ſts raying is bur as the winde : thou maieſt 
nd ſeg grace, thou maiſt ſeeke after God, thou 
azift heare the Word, receive the Sacra- 


ments, and yer af will beto thee as wind : 

l will vaniſh , be unprofitable, not re- 
parded; 

Secondly, di ſcomragements drive us from 
the uſe of the meanes, It ever we meaneto 
come out of our finnes, if ever we meane 
to get grace and faith, and aſſurance, and 
v0 we. mnſ# conſtantly uſe the meanes, 
tO Wr Sam.27. 1. David faith,there is nothin 
y Wberter for me then that I ſhould ſpeedily 

eſcape imo the Land of the Philiſtims, and 
0 WW Sax] ſhall deſpaire of me to ſeeke me any 
more. Devid thought in himſelfe, if Ican 
e, make him out of hope of finding me, cer- 
© I rainely he will give over ſeeking of me. So 
- WE when the foule hath any ſecret deſpaire of 
's finding the Lord, that ſoule will yn be 
y If drawne from ſeeking of the Lord inthe uſe 
of the meanes. | 
n | Whatever you doe then, O be not diſ- 
e If couraged, leſt you be. driven from rhe uſe 
- if of the meanes : if you be driven from the 
7 IN uſe of the weanes, woe is to you, you will 
7 If never finde God then, ' Be nor driven from 
| prater, nor driven trom holy conference, 
| aor 
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nor driven from the Word, nor driven from 
the Sacrament, nor from medication, nix 
from the diligent and ſtri&t examination of 
thy ſelfe,of thy heart and of all chy waies: 
for thefe are the waies of finding the Lord, 
If you nouriſh any thoughts and feares of 
deſpaire in you, if you be diſcouraged, you 
will be driven from the uſe -of the meanes, 
which is a lamentable thing ;' therefore be 


© notdiſcouraged. 


Thirdly, diſcouragements will make you 
ſtand poaring on your former courſes, thu 
1 ſhould bave done, and that 1 fpould he 
done,woe is me that 1 did it mat + it will make 
a man ſtand poaring on his finnes, but ne- 
yer able roger our of them. Soir was like 
to be with them in the Ship wich Pl, 4% 
27.29, In the tempeſt ar Sea, they were 
utterly diſcouraged from any hope of (afe. 
ty : now indeed Paw/ told them what they 
ſhould haye don? if they had been wile: 
Sirs, you ſhould have hearkned to me, and rut 
have leoſed,ver.21. as if he had ſaid, you 
ſhould have done thus. and thus + bur nov 
doe not ſtand poaring roo much on that, 
you ſhould ave hearkned to me, and not 
have lavzched forth, &c. bur thar cannot 

be holpen, now : therefore I exhoit you t9 
be of good cheare,%c, : 
. , 0 
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So belo when the ſoule is diſcoura- 
ged upon theſe thoughts, 7 ſhould have pr xy- 


ni . 

jo ed better; 1 ſhould have heard the Word of God 
ies: i better, and with wet profes ; 1 ſhould have re- 
rd, pented better, 1 ſhould have performed this and 


of Wl that religiows and good dutie better , but ah 
00 8 wretch that 1 am, 1 have ſinned thus and thus, 
es, MW iris alwaies looking on- this finne and thar 
be W finne, this imperteRion and that failing : 


when now I ſay the ſoule is diſcouraged, ir 
will be alwaies poaring upon. finne, byr ir 
will never-come out of its- finne ; alwaies 
ing upon its deadneſſe, and unprofira- 
Neneſſ z but never able to come our-of ir; 
O beloved; be of good cheate, and be nor 
diſcouraged; ir 15+erue_you- ſhould have 
prayedberter ; you ſhould have heard rhe 
Word of God better heretofore,you ſhould 
have been more carefull and eircumſped of $ 
your wayes then you were ; but now you 
cannot helpe ir, theſe things and times are 
ne and-cannot be recalled :- {ſuch a one 
th been z drunkard; a ſwearer, a world- 
ling,&c, bur be cannot helpe it now. True, 


c, he might have helped it, and becauſe he did 
x not, his heart ſhall bleed fax ir, if he belong 
x | to God: but doe not ſtand poaring tos 
0 much upon'it, . but” confider-»ow what you 


have.tadoe, »ow you are.to kumble your 


F ' » felfe, 
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ſelfe, now you are ro (trive with God in all 
manner of prayer for more grace, and more 
power of obedicenceand aſſurance , and be 
not diſcouraged. 

Fourthly, if the ſoule pe diſconraced, it 
will breed nothing but ſorrow, What is the 
reafon thar Any COU are alwaies 
weeping, and mourning, 'and fighing, and 
Bling , from" day . day”, all their lite 
rime,'and will not be comforted © becauſe 


- of theſe diſcouragemrners., 1 Thel. 4. 13: 


Sorrow-#ot ' (ith the Apoſtle ) #s.thoſe that 
have no hepe, as it he had ſaid, ſorrow if 
you will. bur do not ſorrow as they that 
have no nop2. 

How.1s that” 1t is a ſorrow with no- 
thing but” ſorrow ,. trom which they have 
no hope of inlargement or freedome. 

O then my dierhiren, ſuppoſe you have 
dead hearts, ſuppoie. you want z-ale, you 
want aſſurance ; ſuppole it be ſo,yer Jabour 
ro atraine thele graces z ſorrow and ſpare 


* not; 'weepe and mourn? and. powre out 


whole buckets of teares for your finnes, if 
youcan: . bur, ſorrow not 'with nothing but 
ſorrow: be. not diſcouraged. :: ſuppoſe that 
thou haſt a dead heart,thatthou art an hy- 
pocrite, thatthou haſta rotten heart ; itis4 


heavie thing, agd a tearefvill caſe indeed, 


for 


"of prevalent prayer. 
forwhichthou haſt great cauſe of humilia. 
tion and forrow ; bur yer ſorrow not deſpe- 
rately as men without hope : be nor whol- 
ly diſcouraged, but as you ſorrow for 


your fins, ſo alſo labour with incourage- ' 


ment to get out and be rid of your ſins. 
Fifthly, diſcouragements breed aud procure 
atotall perplexity. They leave the ſoule in 
a maze,thar it knowes not wherher to rurne 
it ſelfe, When men come to be djſcouraged, 
0h what ſhall T ave ſaith one, 7 am utterly un- 
dane (aith another : 7 know not what will be- 
tome of me, faith a third : 0% T am witerly lof, 
1 ſhall periſh one day , onc day God will diſco- 
ver me, and be avenged on me for this andthat 
ſin:Iwere as good 70 to hell at the firſt as at the 
laſt, for that will be the ena of me : Ihave gon 
toprayer, but that doth not helpe me: 1 have 
gone to Sacraments, but 1 finde no helpe : ftill 
my ſoule lies under the power of ſinne., ſtill 
my finnes are &f ftrong in m? as ever ; Thus 
the ſoule is diſcouraged and cryes our,. 0h, 
what ſhall I dee? 1 know not what to doe. What 


 ſoull 1 dee fayeft rhou 2 


"Alas, thou haſt things enough to doe, if 
thou wert nor diſcouraged. Utrerly wndone ! 
No, man, thou mighteſt ſee that. thou art 
not utterly'undo6ne, bur rhar thou art diſcou- 
raged, Doſt thou not know what will be- 
| F 2 come 


. 


A Diſcourſe of the nature 
come of thee £ yea, poore ſoule, there is 
mercy, your and peace fd# thee , if thoy 

wilt nor be diſcouraged. 

Sixthly, diſcouragements whiſper within, 
man & ſentence of death, and an impoſs1bilty 
of eſcaping. As far as the diſcouragement 
of life goeth, {o farte goerh the ſentence. of 
death. We deſpaired of life, and had the ſen- 
fence of death in our fe ves, {aith tne Apoltle, 

2 Cor.1.8.9. he deſpaired of life in himſelf, 
and therefore had the ſentence of death in 
himſclfe ; this was good, bur he did nor de- 
ſpaire of life in God ; for they he ſhould 
have had likewiſe rhe ſentence of death 
from. God in his conſcience, 

If you deſpaire in the Lord , you have 

the ſentence ot death and damnation from 

God in-your conſcience ; take heed of this 
my beloved, be nor diſcouraged in God: 
do- not. deſpaire . in. the .Lord : that will 

worke a wile ble effe& in your ſoules: it 
will ſecretly whiſper @ ſentence of damna- 
tion in your ſoules. | 

Ir is ſtrangeto conſider how many poore 
ſoules rub on with theſe whiſpering ſenten- 
ces in their boſomes, ſuffering their conici- 
ences day by day to tcll them thar they are 
rotren, to tell chem that they were never yet 
converted, to tell them that they are yet en 

6 


= =. 


of prervalent prayer. 


the ſtare of damnation, and yer they will . 


not root out theſe diſcouragements. 
O goe to the Throne of grace, beg for 
and for mercy, and for power againſt 
ane , and be not diſcouraged, What 2 
wiltthou carry thy owne ſentence of death 
inthy breſt? if thou wile not ronze up thy 
ſoule., and pray with more affection and 
confidence, and fhake off diſcouragements, 
take heed leſt thou carry the ſentence of 
thy own death and damnation in thy bow- 
els. O therefore oxce more ler me beſeech 
you torake h-ed of thele diſcouragements, 
and now hearken to the voice of God 
which calleth upon you , feare not. Thou 
dreweſt nigh 1n the day that I called #pon thee, 

this ſaidft feare not. 
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